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SPECIAL ISSUE
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T

he Nova Scotia Archaeology Society
bestows the John Harvey award annually for an outstanding undergraduate
paper in Nova Scotia archaeology, or a
paper by a Nova Scotian undergraduate student
archaeologist. The winner receives a valuable
prize, a certificate suitable for framing, and the
winning paper is published in the Society Newsletter.

Halifax class, taught by Professor Dr. Jonathan
Fowler at Saint Mary’s University in Halifax, NS.
This paper makes an assessment of the general
accuracy of the “1755 Spy Map” of Halifax
through an examination of Collier’s Division,
Block D. I’m sure you’ll find it insightful and
fascinating to read. We felt that it merited its own
special issue of the Newsletter.

The winning paper in 2013, by Nicolas Moore,
entitled 1755 Spy Map Report, was originally
prepared as a project paper for the Archaeology of

Terry J. Deveau
Vice-President and Newsletter Editor
Nova Scotia Archaeology Society

Figure 1. A Google overlay of the 1755 spy map onto Google maps. The red box indicates Collier's Block D.
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1755 SPY MAP REPORT
Nicholas Moore

T

he goal of this project is to assess the
accuracy of a 1755 Spy Map of early
Halifax (Murphy 1992: 88). Figure 1
shows an overlay of a portion of this map
over top of a modern Google maps satellite image.
We will focus our attention on the Collier’s division Block D, 1749-1755 (highlighted in red in
Figure 1 and reproduced at a smaller scale in Figure 2). The 1755 Spy Map indicates 10 buildings
on Collier’s Block D but the accuracy of those
buildings and their location is unknown. Using the
deeds as a main source of information, this report
will piece together Collier’s Block D as it would
have been in 1755.
The structure of this report is as follows: Methodology, secondary source analysis, deeds and additional primary sources, map and photo analysis, concluding discussion and archaeology potential, and
future research. After each section there is also a
mini discussion / analysis of the information presented.
The end result of this archival investigation is that
it is highly probable that the spy map’s accuracy is
good. The stats and tables created from deeds research do support, rather than disprove, the accuracy. The pictures are also consistent with the spy
map’s depiction of buildings in Collier’s Block D.
Overall, though, there is not enough information to
make a conclusive assertion that the spy map is
completely accurate with respect to the buildings
on Collier’s Block D. The spy map may not be
conclusively 100% accurate when it comes to size

Figure 2. Collier's Block D from the 1755 Spy Map.

and exact building locations. There are, however,
too many primary sources that are consistent with
the 1755 spy map for there to be much doubt about
its ‘general’ accuracy.
Methodology
This project was unique compared to other research
projects I have completed. The main sources of
information were two microfilm reels (the deeds
index and the deeds from 1749-1755). What makes
this unique is that this was also the main source of
information for the rest of the class as well. This
could have created an issue later on if other classmates were always viewing the reel when I would
need it. The deeds index problem was solved
quickly, though. The microfilm reel broke which
caused the class to use an online version of the reel.
The deeds from 1749-1755 was still a possible
problem and caused me to change what information I went after first in a research project.
Typically I prefer to do a secondary source analysis
first. This creates a foundation of background
knowledge which is beneficial to the overall project. The secondary sources are also full of great
leads in the primary sources. This approach was
not ideal for this project, however. I instead shifted
my focus into getting all the deed information first.
This was because only one reel was to be shared
with the whole class. I did not want to be stuck the
week before the project was due waiting for someone to finish using the reel. This shift in focus
turned out to be a very good idea because of how
time consuming the deeds can be.
The deeds research was slow going but it was not
painful. The key was to enter the archives with a
list of people and pages to look up in the deeds.
Creating a plan of action the night before an archives day allowed me to work quick and efficiently. Even when working efficiently, the deeds consumed the better part of my time researching this
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project. Having the deeds out of the way early-on
also alleviated the pressure of this project. Knowing that I accomplished the most time consuming
part of the project early-on allowed me to maintain
optimism as I moved forward.
The next step in the project was to analyze the secondary sources. This analysis revealed information
that would have been useful to the context of the
deeds research. The names I learned from the deeds
research, on the other hand, were very useful for
the secondary source analysis as well (it allowed
me to recognize important names in the secondary
literature). There seems to be benefits to researching this project in either order (deeds first or secondary source analysis first). It may have even
been more useful to do the deeds research first because the names of the people in my block stuck
out in the secondary literature. I was able to note
important passages with respect to Collier’s Block
D much more easily due to my knowledge gained
from the deeds. The secondary literature also gave
some great leads for finding other important primary sources which would help reveal Collier’s Block
D in 1755.

The Cornwallis ship record, and the 1752, 1755,
1764 censuses were all useful to this project. The
1755 census was, however, only the total number
of people living in Halifax in 1755. These censuses
allowed for the creation of the stats and tables presented in this report. At this point I was starting to
crunch the numbers and see what the data revealed.
It is also important to note why I chose to ignore
certain sources. From many mid-term reports I
heard the use of baptism, marriage, and death records as sources to analyze different blocks. I made
a decision to not look into these sources. This decision was made for the following reasons: 1) in
many cases (such as Marbles death records) the
individual could not be identified as the individual
from a certain block, 2) the information of when
the suspected individual died, got married, or baptized would not add a great deal of evidence to this
report’s main goal (except if they died before 1755
and in which case point 1 comes up again which is
that I do not even know if it is the right death), and
3) the time it would take to go through this information could be better allocated elsewhere (such as
having time to practice the report presentation and
properly write and proof read the final report). For
those reasons this report does not contain wills,

Figure 3. A painting done by myself based off of the 1755 spy map of Collier's Block D.
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probate records, marriage records, etc. This information is identified as possible future research.

ready in Halifax. Now this raises another question
which is: where did these ‘ghost settlers’ go?

Finally I chose to look at the maps and paintings
from this time. The maps do not show anything
worthwhile about Collier’s Block D. The paintings, however, were very interesting and led me to
create my own painting (see Figure 3). I will refer
to this as experimental archaeology because I
wanted to see how the painters may or may not
distort or elaborate their own paintings. This endeavor made a few obvious points much more
obvious.

These ‘ghost settlers’ (‘ghost settlers’ will refer to
settlers with no records in the primary sources) for
which myself and the class could find no record,
most likely died within the first year in Halifax.
Both Raddall and Atkins note that an epidemic
(ships’ fever) killed over a third of the settlers in
1749 (that is around 1000 people dead) (Raddall
2007: 32) (Atkins 1973: 19). With that many people dying it would be understandable to be lacking
records for every individual death. It is very possible that many of the missing people in Collier’s
Block D died during this epidemic. Seven of 16
lots contain these ‘ghost settlers’ in Collier’s
Block D. The percentage of ‘ghost settlers’ in Collier’s Block D is almost half the lots. This high
percentage of ‘ghost settlers’ in Collier’s Block D
is consistent with a third of the whole population
dying in 1749. The people who survived are the
ones who went on to build up the town.

The methodology for this project was not my most
ideal way of researching. This project’s methodology, however, is a reality of researching. The same
‘methodology template’ cannot be applied to every
research project. There are issues and problems
that can always occur. These problems (such as
one source for the whole class) should not be ignored. Rather these issues should be analyzed and
the methodology should be adapted accordingly in
order to avoid future issues. Flexibility and planning was the key to this research project’s methodology.
Secondary Source Analysis
(This section deals with the people and the physical structures of Halifax, 1749-1755. For more
details on the time line of the building of early
Halifax and its people please refer to Appendix A.)
The first point of business is to myth-bust the idea
that people who originally owned land in the allotment book never came over to Halifax. One of the
sources for this project was the Cornwallis ship
records. One of the assumptions based on this
source was: ‘if our original lot owners are not in
the record then they may not have even come to
Halifax. This, however, cannot be the case if Atkins is to be trusted. He writes that the lots of land
were given to people based on a random draw
(Atkins 1973: 13). This draw only took place with
the settlers who were in Halifax on August 8, 1749
(Atkins 1973: 13). If this is true then this means
that the land was given to people who were al-

The people of early Halifax were also noted as
being lazy (Raddall 2007: 25). The prosperity of
Halifax never did pick up until 1758 when a mass
amount of soldiers started to settle in Halifax
(Atkins 1973: 54). Another reason why the prosperity took so long to take off is because people
kept leaving Halifax for other colonies (Atkins
1973: 37). This would also explain why certain
people had no record in the primary sources. The
‘ghost settlers’ may have also left Halifax for elsewhere. Inhabitants leaving may also explain why,
in Collier’s Block D, almost half the lots contain
‘ghost settlers’ (i.e., most of the ghost settlers died
and then the rest left).
The structures of early Halifax were rather crude
and simple. The first structures were log huts with
steep roofs and eventually framed houses were
built with low foundations (Raddall 2007: 40-41).
The early paintings of Halifax will show these
types of houses later on in this report. It should be
assumed that if the spy map accurately shows
housing structures in Collier’s Block D then those
housing structures would be either one of the types
of houses mentioned above.
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Table 1. This table shows the occupation of the people living in Collier’s Block D, 1749-1755.

The government also had to keep pestering the
settlers to continue building. Multiple times the
government ordered faster progress. One such
example is when the government ordered the lots
to be half cleared by May 1, 1753 and fully cleared
and fenced by May 1, 1754 (Atkins 1973: 38). If
they did not comply then their land would be forfeited (Atkins 1973: 38). This may be referring to
the five acre lots, although Atkins does not specify. Regardless there were other orders for the town
lots to improve. These orders were that if real
houses were not built faster (and with improvements on the land) then their lot of land would be
forfeited (Atkins 1973: 30). These examples show
the slowness of this settlement. The people appear
to be slow at building or improving their houses.
This may also explain the lots where the settlers
never showed up. In Collier’s Block D there were
quite a few lots where the original settlers did not
appear in any records. These lots may be the ones
being ordered to immediately improve upon even
though the owners are probably dead or gone to
1

another colony. These lots are then later granted to
other people due to lack of improvements on the
land. This can be seen in lot 7 where the government granted William Nesbit land because of lack
of improvements.1
Deeds Analysis
This section of the report refers to the Appendix B,
which are the deed transactions on Collier’s division Block D, 1749-1755. This section does not
reiterate every minuscule detail of each deed. For
those details please refer to Appendix B. This section instead makes use of the information gained
from the deeds (along with a few other primary
sources) to interpret what may be occurring on
Collier’s Block D in 1755. The data obtained from
the deeds is also compared with the 1755 spy map
to help determine its accuracy. This section focuses on the occupation of the people living in Collier’s Block D and who the census indicates as still
living in Halifax in 1752. The data obtained from
the deeds can be placed into tables and graphs.

NSA: Grant of Land to Nesbitt: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 1754 pp. 391-393.
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Table 2. This table deals with the transactions of lots in Collier’s Block D, 1749-1755 .

These tables and graphs allow the emerging patterns to become visible.
Table 1 is a graph showing that there are 7 people
indicated as laborer/husbandman/mariner who
received land in Collier’s Block D.2 As the deeds
progress the people in the block appear to have
more professional jobs such as Governor’s Clerk,3

School Master,4 Lawyer,5 and Merchant.6 This
could represent a transition from random draw for
lots to the ‘big fish eats the little fish’. One such
case is the Webb and Ewer business. These two
individuals bought a great deal of land during this
time and lot 14 was part of a huge 5000 pound+
transaction.6 This shows how the rich quickly
bought up the less wealthy. This is indicative of

2

Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1.
William Nesbitt: Cornwallis Ship Manifest
4
NSA: Cooper to Cooper: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 10 p. 237.
5
NSA: Callbeck to Meade: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 p. 43.
6
NSA: Ewer to Webb: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 pp. 364-365.
3
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Table 3. This table shows the names of the inhabitants in 1752 that are the same as the names of the inhabitant in
Collier’s Block D 1749-1755.

the fact that people with the higher status jobs are
the ones owning the land while the poor are potential renters.
Table 2 shows the monetary transactions that occur in Collier’s Block D, 1749-1755. This data is
very helpful in viewing where houses might be in
the Collier’s Block D. The only lot that actually
mentions a physical structure in the deed is lot 14,
1754.8 The assumption I admit to use is that the
monetary transactions could indicate activity on
the lots. Activity on the lots may indicate housing
structures. This assumption that monetary transactions equate to housing structures is in no way
concrete but without more sources available it is
the best that can be done with the data available. If
these assumptions can be assumed correct then the
transactions from 1749-1755 do correspond with
the spy maps accuracy.
Almost every lot that contains monetary transactions also contains a structure on the 1755 spy
map. The only transaction that is inconstant with

the spy map is Lot 15.9 This lot shows a transaction of 3 pounds 10 shillings. The 1755 spy map
does show a small part of lot 14’s house on lot 15.
There is a small chance that lot 14 and lot 15 had
their houses connecting but I have no proof to
indicate that is the case.
A fact that can be drawn from this is that Cornwallis wrote the board of trade that the town lots in
1750 were then worth 50 Guinea (which roughly
translates to 50 pounds 50 shillings10) (Atkins
1973: 26). This must have been propaganda to try
and receive more funding because it is known now
that funding was tight in early Halifax (Atkins
1973: 26). The actual lots, however, are not even
close to being worth 54 pounds. Table 2 shows
that on average a lot in this block is only worth 6.3
pounds (this average does not include the multiple
lot deals of lot 14). That amount is not even close
to what Cornwallis originally denotes the value of
town lots.
Table 3 shows the residents of Collier’s Block D

8

NSA: Ewer to Webb: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 pp. 364-365.
NSA: Hopkins to Whitstone: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 p. 188.
10
This convergence from guinea to pounds came from a website from a quick search on Google.ca:
http://wiki.answers.com/Q/How_many_guinea_make_a_pound
9
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between 1749-1755 who are listed in the 1752
census. The first thing that needs to be mentioned
is that most of the people who were granted the
lots originally are not in this census. Another interesting note is that Henry Wynn is listed as living
in Halifax (Atkins 1973: 255). Henry Wynn was
one of the original Grantee’s of lot 1.11 Henry
Wynn is not recorded in Cornwallis’ ship records.12 There are two plausible explanations. The
first is that Wynn came over with Cornwallis and
the records are flawed. The second is that Wynn
arrived in Halifax from an older Nova Scotian /
Acadian colony. Whichever is the case this situation highlights how these primary sources need to
be viewed critically and with a certain amount of

caution. These sources are only a small peep hole
into Halifax during this time and there is so much
uncertainty that it would be dangerous to assume
all the sources are 100% correct/flawless.
The most important information to take from table
3 is that it is consistent with the spy map. These
names of people all correspond to lots that show
housing structures on the spy map. Lots 1, 7, 10,
14 are all represented in this census with the people who show up (Atkins 1973: 246-261). On the
spy map these same lots all have housing structures on them (Murphy 1992: 88). This does not
include lot 4 of Van Felson because he does not
buy lot four until much later.13 This is not concrete

Figure 4. Map of a property containing a former brew house, 1762.
11

Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1
Negative Evidence: Henry Wynn: Cornwallis Ship Manifest
13
NSA: Casey to Van Felson: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 12 1773 p. 121.
12

PAGE 10

VOLUME 25, NUMBER 2

NOVA SCOTIA ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

N

Collier’s Block D

Former Brewery

Figure 5. Halifax Layout of original town. This map shows the former brew house location with respect to Collier’s
Block D .

evidence of the accuracy of the spy maps. This
1752 census simply is consistent with the spy map
based on the deeds information that was obtained.
Lot 14 is also consistent with the spy map. The
Ewer to Webb transaction, as previously mentioned, indicates a dwelling house on their lot.
This deed also reveals interesting aspects of early
Halifax. Robert Ewer and John Webb were in
business together.14 They bought up a lot of early
Halifax property. They may have rented the lots to
people but it is not indicated in the deeds. Those of
wealth appear to quickly obtain ownership of a
great part of Halifax. Ewer and Webb were just
two of these wealthy business people. This reminds me of the top 1% wealthiest people have
most of the world’s wealth. Halifax is only a small
scale example of this occurrence but it is interesting to go through the deeds and see that the allocation of wealth back then is very similar to the allo14

cation of wealth now.
A whole project could be done on the allocation of
wealth and the theories behind it in Halifax 17491755. That is not the focus, however, of this project. Other than anecdotally noting the similar
allocation of wealth to our time I will not be delving any further into the theories behind it.
Maps Analysis
The majority of the maps will only be included in
the Appendix F. For Collier’s Block D there is
nothing to note of particular interest on the many
maps of early Halifax. These maps do not show
enough detail of Collier’s Block D in order to
make any conclusions or inferences. The two maps
that will be shown in the body of the paper, however, reveal some of the culture of early Halifax.

NSA: Ewer to Webb: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 pp. 364-365.
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Figure 6. This image shows Cornwallis’ Mansion, 1762. Source: O’Neill 2003 p. 16.

The importance of alcohol and its economy in early
Halifax is depicted in Figure 4. Very early Halifax
is shown to have contained distillation houses
(Atkins 1973: 41). Taverns were also very common in Early Halifax. John Williams of lot 7 is
shown in the tavern records to have registered for a
tavern license in 1755.15 Taverns appear to be plentiful for how few inhabitants are in Halifax. Murphy even indicates two 1755 taverns in Ewer’s
Division Block D in 1755: The Union Flag and The
Bottle and Glass (Murphy 1992: 86). Alcohol was
a big part of early Halifax (Murphy 1992: 85). Alcohol transactions in 1825 are also shown in Appendix D as supplementary evidence to support this
point of alcohol importance in early Halifax.

Photos have been helpful to answering this projects
main question about the accuracy of the spy map.
The issue with photos, however, is that it is impossible to tell what the artist shows as true and what
is just artistic jazz (i.e., fanciful drawings that have
no accuracy to what is actually there, drawn just to
make the picture look nicer). The accuracy of size
of structures and proportions are also difficult to
tell if it is accurate to the real life subject or not.
For this section I will have the assumption that
these photos are fairly accurate depictions of early
Halifax. If I believe they are not accurate of what
they depict then nothing can be gleaned from them
and that would not be productive to answering the
main questions of this project.

Photos Analysis and Experimental Archaeology

Figure 6 is a good image of housing structures in
early Halifax. These types of housing structures

15

NSA: Williams Tavern License: MG 100 Vol. 51 #46
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Figure 7. This image shows Prince St, 1759 (drawn in 1777). Source: O’Neill 2003: p. 15.

Collier’s Block D

George St.

Figure 8. This image shows George St. (on the right) and Collier’s Block D, 1759 (drawn in 1777).
Source: O’Neill 2003: p. 14.
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Figure 9. This image was created by Nick Moore (2012) in Photoshop. The images that contributed directly or indirectly to this replication of the 1755 spy map are Photos 1 & 2 (Cornwallis’ Mansion and Prince St. View).

appear to be consistent throughout Figures 6, 7, and
8. They depict Raddall’s basic wooden dwelling
house with a steep shingle roof (Raddall 2007: 40).
Raddall’s description and these photos are how I
based the houses in the image I created (Figure 9).
This image was a way to attempt minor experimental archaeology. An obvious fact of what Figure 9 reveals is that the spy map only shows the
houses and nothing else on the block. This image is
bare of fences, out houses, stables, etc.
Proportions are potentially incorrect in Figure 9.
While creating this image I found keeping all the
proportions correct was very difficult. The spy may
have had the same trouble and in that case drew
houses that are bigger or smaller than they are supposed to be. Placement of the house was also easily
lost. I was using Photoshop which gives the user
much flexibility with moving object around in an
image and I still had to go back and move houses
to where they were actually positioned on the spy
map. Ultimately what this photo opened my eyes to
was how easy the details of size and location can
be lost when creating an image. I also fell into the
16

trap of fanciful drawing by adding people and
sheep that are fictitious to what the spy map shows.
Figure 8 shows Collier’s Block D in 1759. It is
hard to tell where the block starts and ends, though.
The fact is, however, that there are buildings on
Block D. There appears to be about four to six
houses on the Brunswick St. part of Block D. This
is consistent with the 1755 spy map which shows
four houses along Brunswick St. and another house
in the middle of lot one and eight. This image was
drawn in 1777 based on the houses in 1759. That is
still four years after the 1755 spy map was drawn.
The evidence in this photo is not conclusive but it
is consistent with the accuracy of the 1755 spy
map. It is also important to note that the houses on
property division (such as lot 1 and 8) are not inaccuracies but rather ‘duplexes’/row houses. Figures
6, 7, 8, and 10 all show houses that are connected.
Figures 10 and 11 are of a topmast drawing of Halifax in 1750.16 The palisade was completed in July
1750 (Atkins 1973: 27). This means this image,
which shows only partial completion of the pali-

1750 ''A view of Halifax from the topmasthead'' Location: Nova Scotia Archives Website:
http://www.gov.ns.ca/nsarm/virtual/Africanns/archives.asp?ID=1.

PAGE 14

VOLUME 25, NUMBER 2

NOVA SCOTIA ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

Collier’s Block D

Figure 10. View from topmast of Halifax, 1750. Source: NSA Website .

Collier’s Block D

Figure 11. Zoomed up version of figure 10. The photo shows Collier’s Block D, 1750. Source: NSA Website .
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sade, must be dated before July 1750. Also it is
interesting to note that only three of the five forts
around the palisade are completed so far. The importance of this figure to Collier’s Block D is because it shows buildings in the location of Collier’s
Block D. Figure 11 shows five buildings in a row.
The distance of the block from the topmast may
play a factor in the accuracy. Once again, though,
this image is consistent with the 1755 spy map.
Block D, according to the spy map, has four buildings plus a building between block 1 & 8 (which
may be seen as the 5th building in a row from a
distance) (Murphy 1992: 88). This evidence should
not be taken as concrete because the drawing was
done from such a far distance and the drawing itself may not be accurate. What this does indicate is
that building activity was occurring on Collier’s
Block D and at a closer look the buildings are consistent with the 1755 spy map.
Concluding Discussion and
Archaeological Potential
The following are the main questions for this report
(copied from the 1755 Project Guidelines word
document, created by Dr. Fowler):
1. This projects goal was to answer three questions:
Who lived in my assigned block when the
French spy walked by in 1755?
2. So far as we can tell from consulting a set of
archival records, what architectural embellishments (buildings, gardens, fences, etc.) existed
in the block at that time, and how does the picture from these records either agree or disagree
with the picture drawn by the spy?
3. What (if any) specific archaeological resources
dating to 1749-55 do you predict may be present
in your block today? 17
These questions have been answered in this report.
Question 1 asks who are the people that lived in

this block in 1755. These people who owned the
land in 1755 appear to have more professional jobs
such as being a school master18 than the original
settlers. It is hard to say whether this land was lived
on by these people or if the rich were just renting
the properties to the less wealthy. It is highly probably that the rich did rent out the land because of
the large number of properties they owned (they
could not have been living on all their different
lots).
Question 2 deals with what may be on the land in
1755 and is it consistent with the 1755 spy map.
Throughout this report I have brought forth primary sources which have all been consistent with the
spy map. No one source has been conclusive but as
the multiple sources pile up the case for the spy
maps accuracy becomes stronger. The George St.
photo (Figure 8) has been shown to be constant
with the spy map (O’Neill 2003: 14).
The only deed that mentions a dwelling house, lot
14, is also consistent with the spy map.19 The 1752
census of who from Collier’s Block D was in Halifax is consistent with the lots that are developed in
the 1755 spy map (Murphy 1992: 88). The monetary transactions of the lots are also consistent with
the lots that contain houses on the 1755 spy map
(Murphy 1992: 88). All these sources put together
creates a strong case that the accuracy of the spy
map should be trusted. The experimental archaeology that I did shows, however, that the size and
location of the houses should not be taken literally.
The 1755 spy map is most likely accurate in the
number of houses per lot and the general location
of each house. It would be very impressive if the
spy was able to actually represent exact location
and size, although it is unlikely his map is perfect.
The third question deals with today and the archaeological resources that may be present. A huge
apartment building currently covers the whole Collier’s Block D. There is likely nothing left in the
way of archaeology in this block. What can be said

17

These questions are taken from Dr. Fowlers Doc.: Halifax 1755 Project Guidance Note and Report Format 2012
NSA: Cooper to Cooper: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 10, p. 237.
19
NSA: Ewer to Webb: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 pg 364-365.
18
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for archaeology is to generalize what archaeology
may have been found there if the apartment building had not destroyed it all. This brought me to an
archaeological survey done in 1987 of a block just
down the street.

apply them to tables and graphs was exciting. This
was exciting because the raw data alone did not
show a picture of early Halifax. It was only when
presented properly (in tables/graphs) that a great
image of early Halifax became clear.

This survey found many artifacts from the 1749-55.
Exact dates could not be determined in this survey,
but ranges of when the artifacts are from were determined. This survey showed a great deal of evidence of wine and rum bottles from this time
(Davis et al. 1987: 51). These glassware artifacts
would be highly probable to have been found in
Collier’s Block D as well. As this report has already mentioned, rum and other liquor was a big
part of early Halifax. Another interesting artifact
they found were toy marbles (Davis et al. 1987:
140). This should remind us that the greater part of
the early Halifax population were children (refer to
Appendix E for the 1755 census).20 Glass marbles
may or may not be found in Collier’s Block D but
it is probable that some form of toy would be found
because of the high number of children in early
Halifax. Many other stoneware, earthenware, shoe
and belt buckles, pipes, and wig curlers, etc. were
found in this survey.21 These types of artifacts were
most likely present in Collier’s Block D as well.

Future Research

This project has stood apart from other research
projects I have done. Archival research is interesting as I find I am never truly led down the same
road twice (between different projects). The information is new and mysterious. Accessing it may be
time consuming and tough but always well worth
the effort. What made this project so different,
though, is the type of questions versus data I gathered. It was not simply a find and present type of
project. I found mass amount of raw data through
the deeds. This data had to be analyzed in multiple
ways in order to reveal what was going on in Collier’s Block D, 1749-1755. All research projects do
require analysis but this project, with the type of
raw data, seemed to require much more analysis
than previous projects. Being able to take the raw
data that I found in deeds and other sources and
20
21

The main avenue of future research for this project
is the probate and will records. These records could
help add context to whether buildings are on the
lots in question. As previously noted many of the
people do not show up in the wills and so the wills
may not be as helpful as I would like them to be.
Another option for future research would be to
examine in detail the journal of the French spy. He
may have remarked in his journal on whether his
map is accurate about houses and their locations.
This project could also be taken in the social history direction. Researching the people and their stories and the social complexity of this time would be
fascinating. The gazette and tavern records could
also help increase our understanding of early Halifax. The Gazette in particular would offer much
information through ads about early Halifax businesses. These ads may even involve the people
from Collier’s Block D. Ultimately this project
could be expanded in many directions.
A completely different avenue of future research
would be an expansion on the orphan map project
with respect to locations in early Halifax. Maps,
such as the former brewery deed, may be compiled
to spot check the accuracy of the 1755 spy map.
Retrieving these orphan maps could help to determine even further what was happening in Halifax
in 1755. A much grander vision would be to patch
these orphan maps together (given there are enough
maps around the same date) to create a very detailed large scale map of early Halifax. So much
research is still needed to be done pertaining to
early Halifax and the 1755 spy map. Hopefully in
the future I may have the opportunity to delve into
this area of research again.

1755 census shows large number of children. NSA: RG 1 Vol. 411 #6.
Davis et al. 1987: p. 26 stoneware, p. 14 earthenware, p. 132 pipes, p. 103 buckles, p. 119 wig curlers.
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Postscript
Please view Appendix H for conclusive evidence
of the ‘general’ accuracy of the 1755 spy map.
Appendix A
This section contains a list of the cited information
from the secondary literature. This format seems to
lend itself to less confusion when I discuss my
interpretation of the facts. Creating a list will also
allow the reader to understand how I interpreted
this information and maybe even allow the reader
to create their own interpretations of the information as well. This will allow more transparency
in my interpretation of the secondary sources because this will separate the information from my
opinion/interpretation. Two aspects about early
Halifax will be discussed in this section: 1) the
physical structures of the town and 2) the people of
Halifax.
The list is as follows:
1. The physical structure of the town:
1.1 1749: Charles Morris surveyed the lots in Halifax. He
made the blocks 320 feet by 120 feet, the lots 60
feet by 40 feet, and the streets 55 feet wide. The
north and south suburbs were also drawn at the
same time (Atkins 1973: 10).
1.2 The original plan for Halifax was much grander and
involved 2000 houses and 50 streets. This plan
never happened, though (Raddall 2007: 26).
1.3 1749: On August 8th there was a random draw for the
lots (Atkins 1973: 13).
1.4 1749: The divisions were named after the people
appointed captain in the militia (e.g. John Colliers,
Robert Ewer, etc.) (Atkins 1973: 10)
1.5 1749: The buildings are indicated as made from
wood (Atkins 1973: 10).
1.6 1749: The houses started as hut and log houses. Even
in 1749 the north and south suburbs were already
beginning to be populated with these types of houses (Atkins 1973: 11).
1.7 1749: The first structures built in Halifax were the
wharves and store house. People were living in huts
and tents before the lots were drawn out (Atkins
1973: 12).
1.8 1749: August 30th marked the arrival of 116 settlers
which created the New Forman’s Division (Atkins
1973: 17).

1.9 The government wanted the people to build the defenses before they built their houses. The people
ignored this request (Atkins 1973: 13)
1.10 It was not until threat of Indian attack that they
started to build the palisade approaching the winter
of 1749 (Atkins 1973: 17-18).
1.11 1749: Mid October there were about 300 houses
built and a barricade (not the palisade) went around
the whole town. Only two of the square forts in the
palisade had been completed so far (Atkins 1973:
19).
1.12 1749: By the end of 1749 the St Paul’s and St.
Mather’s churches were erected (Atkins 1973: 21).
1.13 1750-55: The first houses built were log huts and
had Steep shingled roofs (Raddall 2007: 40).
1.14 1750-55: The later second type of house built was a
frame house. These houses were built on a low
stone foundation (Raddall 2007: 41).
1.15 1750-55: Raddall writes that “shops were small and
crude, most of them simply a front room in a dwelling (Raddall 2007: 41).
1.16 1750: By March 19th they had built a hospital, and
were building a school building for the orphans
(Atkins 1973: 25).
1.17 1750: Lots are now worth 50 Guineas (i.e. around
54 pounds)(Atkins 1973: 26)
1.18 1750: Atkins implies that by the winter of
1749/1750 the settlers are running low on supplies
for building such as wood boards (Atkins 1973:
26).
1.19 1750: Funding for Halifax was very tight (Raddall
2001: 34).
1.20 1750: In July the temporary barricades are removed
and the palisade is now fully built. The settlers are
also ordered to clear the fronts of their lots (Atkins
1973: 27).
1.21 1750: July, bricks are now introduced as building
materials (Atkins 1973: 27).
1.22 1750: It is noted that no improvement have been
made to the land other than small gardens. Houses
are being built every day, though.
1.23 1751: In the spring of 1751 the five acre lots are laid
out (Atkins1973: 30).
1.24 1751: The people of Halifax are ordered on July 9 th
to immediately improve their house if only slight
frames are erected. If they do not immediately
improve their houses then their lot is forfeit (Atkins
1973: 30).
1.25 1752: All people on the peninsula of Halifax were
ordered to have half their lots cleared by May 1 st
1753 and to have it all cleared and fenced by May
1st 1754. If they did not then their land would be
forfeit (Atkins 1973: 38).
1.26 1753: There were three still houses in Halifax. One
on Granville St, Grafton St, and Barrington St
(Atkins 1973: 41).
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1.27 1755: Two taverns are in Ewer’s Division Block D:
The Union Flag and The Bottle and Glass (Murphy
1992: 86).

2. The People of Halifax:
2.1 1749: Three weeks after the settler land at Halifax
only 100 soldiers and 200 tradesmen, sailor, and
other people were able or willing to work and build
the settlement (Radall 2007: 25).
2.2 1749: Many settlers were sick or feigning sick
(Radall 2007: 25).
2.3 1749: John Collier and Robert Ewer were appointed
Justices of the Peace (Atkins 1973: 15).
2.4 1749: French inhabitants were employed in the building of Halifax as well (Atkins 1973: 19).
2.5 1749: Mid October there was an endemic that killed
around a 1000 people (Atkins 1973: 19).
2.6 1749: This endemic was called: Ships Fever/ Gaol
Fever/ Hospital Fever and it killed 1/3 of the population of Halifax (Raddall 2007: 32).
2.7 1750: June 10th it is reported that the fishing economy in Halifax is really booming (10,000 pounds
sterling profit) (Trider 1999: 59).
2.8 1750-55: People were executed/hung for petty theft
(Raddall 2007: 40).
2.9 1750-55: There was a busy slave trade in Halifax
during this time (Raddall 1973: 40).
2.10 1750-55: The corner of Brunswick St. And Cogswell St. is where the pimps, grog sellers, and prostitutes hang out (Raddall 2007: 41). This is right
near my block (Collier’s Division block D).

2.11 1751: 958 poor unhealthy Germans arrived and the
government had to build a boarded barracks to
sustain them through the winter (Atkins 1973: 36).
2.12 1751: In May the Indians massacred Dartmouth
inhabitant (Trider 1999: 69).
2.13 1752: First Indian treaty with Halifax, but it will not
last very long (Atkins 1973: 33).
2.14 1752: Half of the inhabitants belonged to St. Paul’s
Church (Atkins 1973: 42).
2.15 1753: People kept arriving in Halifax and deciding
to leave to go settle elsewhere in the province
(Atkins 1973: 37).
2.16 1753: April 12th marked the second Indian treaty
(Atkins 1973: 40).
2.17 1755: Only 1755 inhabitants according to a census
were in Halifax. 1258 of the inhabitant are either
men 21 or younger, women not married/under 12
years of age, servants, and transients. (Atkins 1973:
48).
2.18 1755: The minister of St Paul’s, Dr Breyton, estimated there were only 1300 people living in Halifax (Atkins 1973: 53).
2.19 1755: The Pizant’s house in Mahone Bay was
burned down by Indians. The people were sculpted
(Atkins 1973: 49).
2.20 People during this time, despite government funding
and grants, kept leaving Halifax for the “old colonies” (Atkins 1973: 53).
2.21 It was not until 1758 that Halifax became prosperous. This was due to the large amount of soldiers
settling in Halifax (Atkins 1973: 54).
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Appendix B
The following are the deed transactions from 1749-1755. The author has these materials available in digital format, as Microsoft Excel files, which allows them to be presented more clearly.

Grantor

Grantee

Date: May third 1750
Name:

Lot 1

Occupation:

E Budd, Henry Wynn, T
Mayea, McNeal

Grantor

Grantee

February 13th 1750
Henry Schomberg

Budd=Carpenter* Thomas
Mayhew?=Sawyer* Hugh
McNeal?=Mariner*
no info

Price: no price

Henry Schomberg

John Callbeck

Halifax Gentleman

Mariner*/Town Trader

5 Pounds

Other Notes:

Sources:

Property was forfeited.

No mention of houses, and does not mention the
street name.

Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1/
*Cornwallis Ship Records/ ?not sure if they are the
right names

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836/ Deeds:
RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1
& 2 pg 69-70/ *Cornwallis Ship Records

Grantor

Grantee

Grantor

Grantee

June 26th 1751
John Callbeck

Garrett Meade

Mariner*/Town Trader

Town Lawyer

8 pounds of reputed Sterling or currency of Halifax

No mention of houses/buildings.

Garrett Meade does not sell any land between 17491836. this is the only property he bought.

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836/
Deeds: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County
Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 pg 43/ *Cornwallis Ship Records

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836 Page 450.
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Grantor

Grantee

Grantor

Date: 1749

March 9th 1773

Lot 4

Name:
Occupation:
Price:

James Casey

James Casey

William Van Felson

Mariner*

Mariner*

Lieutenant* (VanFelton?)

6 pounds up front and 20 pounds later. Total 26
pounds currency.
Mentions James Casey had a wife: maybe "Paris"
(too difficult to read, see photo for reference). ?
VanFelson's name changed

no price

Other Notes:

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836 Pg. 113/
Deeds: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County
Deeds Vol. 12 1773 pg 121/ *Cornwallis Ship Records

Sources:
Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1/
*Cornwallis Ship Records

Grantor

Grantee

Date:

Lot 5

Grantor

Grantee

1749

Name:
Occupation:
Price:

Grantee

1784

Peter May

Peter May

William Nesbit

no info

n/a

n/a

No price

n/a
This is not the right lot. This is also the only sale by
Peter May in the Deeds: RG 47 Registry of Deeds:
Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2. This is a dead end.

Other Notes:

Sources:
Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1

PAGE 23

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836 pg 448/
Deeds: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County
Deeds Vol. 21 1784 pg 182

VOLUME 25, NUMBER 2

NOVA SCOTIA ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

Grantor

Grantee

Date:

Lot 6

Grantee

1749 no date

Name:
Occupation:
Price:

Grantor

James Skelly

James Skelly

Henry Hooper

Husbandman*

Husbandman*

Brick maker*

no price

This was an exchange
The Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1
indicates an exchange of lots between James
Thompson and Thomas Harrison.

Other Notes:

Sources:
Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1/
*Cornwallis Ship Records

Grantor

Grantee

Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1/
*Cornwallis Ship Records

Grantor

Grantee

1751 or 1756
John Hooper

James Thompson or P.
McKay

n/a

n/a

n/a
I looked up John Hooper because all other avenues
have been explored. These two transactions also do
Henry Hooper does not sell land between 1749-1836 not correspond with lots in Colliers Division D.

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836 pg 339.

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836 pg 339/
Deeds: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County
Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 1751 pg 48 and Vol. 3 1756 pg 39
(respectively)
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Grantor

Grantee

Date:

Grantor

Grantee

1749

Name:

John Toole

John Toole

Mariner* (?Tool)

Mariner*

???

Lot 7

Occupation:
Price: no price

Other Notes:

? Name change

John Toole does not sell land between 1749-1836

Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1/
*Cornwallis Ship Records

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836 pg 687/
*Cornwallis Ship Records

Sources:

Grantor

Grantee

Grantor

Grantee

1754 April 18th 1755
Grant of Land

William Nesbitt

William Nesbitt

John Williams

n/a

Governor's Clerk*

Governor's Clerk*

(3 John Williams) either:
taylor, Armorer, or Smith*

no price

20 Shillings

Given to Nesbitt because land was not being
cultivated. Land forfeited from prior owners. This
deed lists a lot of land and does not say specific lots,
just the area's. There is no one to be sure that
Nesbitt received this lot in this deed. It is however
very probably because none of the other
They mention general houses/building and
transactions by Nesbitt contained this lot of land.
improvements but no specifics.

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836/
Deeds: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County
Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 1754 pg 391-393/ *Cornwallis Ship
Records

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836/
Deeds: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County
Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 pg 407(ish) #54. (The numbers for all
the pages around this are very difficult to interpret.
It is in the 400's, but it may be page 8 or 9, etc.)/
*Cornwallis Ship Records
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Grantor

Grantee

Grantor

Date: 1749

Grantee

July 11th 1750

Name:

James Jones

James Jones

John McGagphy

Mariner*

Mariner*

Corporal*

Lot 8

Occupation:

Price:

4 Pounds, Providing James Jones with Corn may also
be part of the bargain.

no price

Other Notes:
Mentions the lots size: 40 feet wide and 60 feet back.
Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836/
Deeds: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County
Deeds Vol. 1 & 2/ *Cornwallis Ship Records

Sources:
Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1/
*Cornwallis Ship Records

Grantor

Grantee

November 29th 1750
John McGeechee

Corporal*

Grantor

Grantee

Grantor

Grantee

December 28th 1754
William Orne

Town of Halifax Mariner

"to cover his debt". This may mean it is 4pounds or
less.

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836/
Deeds: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County
Deeds Vol. 1 & 2/ *Cornwallis Ship Records

1755

William Orne

John Williams

John Williams

M. Salters (2x)

Mariner

Halifax Trader/ (3 John
Williams) either: taylor,
Armorer, or Smith*

n/a

n/a

8 Pounds Currency of Halifax

n/a

This deed references the James Jones transaction
and it may be removing the 'corn indenture' that was
placed with the first transaction. (it is hard to read
and I'm not familiar enough with indentures of this
time to be able to say any of this with certainty.)

The 1755 transactions of John Williams are to Salters
in the North Suburbs (i.e. Not my block). Many
transactions take place after 1755, but for the
purpose of this project I have not delved into all of
them.

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836/
Deeds: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County
Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 pg 399/ *Cornwallis Ship Records

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836 pg 742/
Deeds: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County
Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 pg 441 and 455
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Grantor

Grantee

Date:

Lot 9

Grantee

1749

Name:

Gotlil LeBrite

Occupation:
Price:

Grantor

no info
no price
He does not show up in index as selling any land
between 1749-1836. This is a dead end.

Other Notes:
Sources:
Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1
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Grantor

Grantee

Date:

Lot 11

Greg Berners
Lieutenant*/ ~Tavern
owner

Occupation:

Other Notes:

Sources:

Grantee

1749 no date

Name:

Price:

Grantor

Greg Berners

Leiut David Halden

Lieutenant*

Lieutenant* (?Haldane)

no price

Exchange

Bates map of 'Old Time Halifax' indicates Berners as
owning a Tavern Licence.

Berners is indicated in the Allotment Book: RG 47
Registry of Deeds Vol.1 as exchanging lots with
Halden.

Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1/
~George Bates Map of 'Old Time Halifax': V6/2401749/ *Cornwallis Ship Records

Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1/
*Cornwallis Ship Records/ ?name change

Grantor

Grantee

Grantor

Grantee

Recorded in November 1770, Signed August 25th
1753

July 18th 1751
Leiut David Halden

William Cooper

Lieutenant*

no info

William Cooper
Nova Scotia School
Master

Jane Cooper
no info

Forfeited

No price, appears to be a transfer.

Halden forfeits his property to Cooper in 1751.

This deed is recorded almost 20 years after it was
signed. There is no specific locations or lots. There is
no price. This may be a will potentially but I am not
completely sure.

Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1/
*Cornwallis Ship Records

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836 pg. 147/
Deeds: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County
Deeds Vol. 10 1770 pg. 237
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Grantor

Date:

1749

Name:

Lot 12

Grantee

John Silby

Occupation:

no info

Price: no price

Other Notes:

Sources:
Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1

Grantor

Grantee

Grantor

Grantee

November 17th 1749
John Silby

John Shaw

no info

no info

Forfeited

Silby is indicated as forfeiting his lot to Shaw in the
Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1.

No transaction of sale recorded by John Shaw prior
to 1826. This is very much out of this projects time
frame and the John Shaw's listed are most likely a
different John Shaw's than the one in the Allotment
Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1.

Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836 pg 620
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Grantor

Grantee

Date:

1749

Lot 13

Name:

John Eades

Occupation:

Carpenter* (?Edes)

Price: no price
Other Notes:

Sources:

Grantor

Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1/
*Cornwallis Ship Records/ ?name change

Grantee

Grantor

Grantee

No record of any sales in the Deeds Index: RG 47
Registry of Deeds: Halifax County: Index to Deeds
Vol. 1 1749-1836 by John Eades between 1749-1836

I also searched for Thomas Eades and came up with
property pertaining to lot 3 (1782) as already
mentioned earlier. Nothing about lot 13 appeared in
this search however. This lot is a dead end

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836 pg 205

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836 pg 205/
Deeds: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County
Deeds Vol. 18 1782 pg 75
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Grantor

Grantee

Date:

1749

Lot 15

Name:

Thomas Hopkins

Occupation:

no info

Price: no price
Other Notes:

Sources:
Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1

Grantor

Grantee

Grantor

Grantee

February 15th 1753
Thomas Hopkins

Samuel Whitstone

Halifax Mariner

Haymaker

3 Pounds 10 Shillings Currency Granted
Samuel Whitstone does not sell between 1749-1836
according to the Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of
Mentions non-specific deed lingo about houses and Deeds: Halifax County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749improvements.
1836. This is a dead end.
Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836/
Deeds: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County
Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 pg. 188

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836 pg. 740
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Grantor

Date:

Grantee
1749

Name:

Grantor

Grantee

September 21 1750

John M'Gechie

John McGeachee

William Orne

Corporal*

Laborer/ Corporal*

Mariner

Lot 16

Occupation:
Price: no price

25 pounds of lawful money of Great Britain

Other Notes:

Sources:
Allotment Book: RG 47 Registry of Deeds Vol.1/
*Cornwallis Ship Records

Grantor

Grantee

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836/
Deeds: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County
Deeds Vol. 1 & 2/ *Cornwallis Ship Records

Grantor

Grantee

December 28th 1754

1755

William Orne

John Williams

Mariner

Trader/ (3 John Williams)
either: Taylor, Armorer,
or Smith*
n/a

3 Pounds currency of said Halifax

John Williams

M. Salters (2x)

n/a

n/a
This is the same info taken from lot 8. Williams
owned both lot 8 and 16. The 1755 transactions of
John Williams are to Salters in the North Suburbs.
Many transactions take place after 1755, but for the
purpose of this project I have not delved into all of
them.

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836/
Deeds: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County
Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 pg. 399/ *Cornwallis Ship Records

Deeds Index: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax
County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836 pg 742/
Deeds: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County
Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 pg 441 and 455
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Appendix C
This table shows the names of people from Collier’s Block D with respect to the 1764 Census of the
north and south suburbs. These people are noted as dead or absent. This table also notes two individuals
who owned tavern licenses. The taverns are not on Collier’s Block D, however they’re located on Granville St. and Barrington St.. The business of owning a tavern may be why the individuals are absent from
their five acre lots in the north and south suburbs.
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Continuation of Appendix C (Williams Tavern)
John Williams was a tavern owner while he owned property in Collier’s Block D (Van Felson did not
own property in Collier’s Block D until much later). As already mentioned earlier John Williams’ tavern is not located in Colliers Block D.
Source: NSA: MG: 100 Vol. 51 #46.

PAGE 36

VOLUME 25, NUMBER 2

NOVA SCOTIA ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

Appendix D
This image shows the massive amounts of alcohol. The date, however, is out of this project’s time
frame. It does still exemplify early Halifax and the importance that rum (and other liquors) played in the
society.
Source: NSA: MG 100 Vol. 51 #144
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Appendix E
This image is a 1755 census of the number of people living in Halifax. This census shows a huge
amount of children compared to adults living in Halifax during this time. This document supports what
has been written about the declining population in Halifax, 1749-55.
Source: NSA: RG 1 Vol. 411 #6
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Appendix F
These maps are of early Halifax. They do not show any thing important pertaining to Collier’s Block D.

Source i: NSA: v6/250-1750 Halifax This Chart of Chebucto Harbor

Source ii: NSA: v6/250-1750 Halifax This Chart of Chebucto Harbor
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Source iii: NSA: v6/240-1762 Town of Halifax

Source iv: NSA: v6/240-1762 Town of Halifax
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Source v: NSA: v6/240-1758/59 Halifax, Plan of the Mouth and Harbour of Halifax

Source vi: NSA: v6/240-1750 Halifax A Plan of Halifax Surveyed by M Haris
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Source vii: NSA: v6/239-1759 Halifax, A Chart of Halifax Harbour Nova Scotia

Source viii: NSA: v6/239-1750 Town and Harbor of Halifax
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Appendix G
This image shows that John William, of lot 8 and 16 in Collier’s Block D, was an officer of measuring
Cord Wood. This is a little insight into the workings of authority/roles people played in early Halifax.
Source: NSA: RG 1 Vol. 411 #1 ½
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Appendix H (IMPORTANT)
This evidence was discovered after the initial class project report was written and submitted. This evidence confirms my conclusions in the first version of this report that the spy map is generally accurate,
except for the specific size and exact location of the houses. The 1762 former brew house map overlaid
on the 1755 spy map conclusively shows that the 1755 spy map (in this particular lot) is accurate when it
comes to general house location. The exact angle and size of the houses, however, are not perfect. This
is without a doubt the most conclusive piece of evidence about the 1755 spy map’s accuracy. This does
not show Collier’s Block D but if these houses are accurate in the former brew house lot then Collier’s
Block D is most likely generally accurate as well.
Source: Murphy 1992: p. 88 (1755 spy map). Former Brew House Map: Location: NSA: RG 47
Registry of Deeds: Halifax County Deeds, Vol. 5, p. 242
This is a proper size gap
where no houses are
indicated.

House

Former Brew House
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Work Cited, Deeds
Lot 1:
NSA: Schomberg to Callbeck: RG 47 Registry of
Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 pp. 6970.

NSA: Nesbitt to Williams: RG 47 Registry of
Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 p. 407
(ish) #54. (The page numbers for all the pages
around this are very difficult to interpret/ruined. It
is in the low 400's, but it may be page 8 or 9, etc.).
Lot 8:

NSA: Callbeck to Meade: RG 47 Registry of
Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 p. 43.

NSA: Jones to McGaphy: RG 47 Registry of
Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 p. 9.

Lot 2:

NSA: McGeachee to Orne: RG 47 Registry of
Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 p. 12.

NSA: Hughes to Darver: RG 47 Registry of Deeds:
NSA: Orne to Williams: RG 47 Registry of Deeds:
Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 p. 125.
Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 p. 399.
Lot 3:
NSA: Williams to Salters: RG 47 Registry of
NSA: Harrison to McRea or Fletcher: G 47 Regis- Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 pp. 441
try of Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol.41 1814- and 455.
1815 pp. 127 and 497.
Lot 9:
NSA: Eades to Thomas: RG 47 Registry of Deeds:
NSA: Unknown to LeBrite: RG 47 Registry of
Halifax County Deeds Vol. 18 1782 p. 75.
Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1, p. 406
Lot 4:
Lot 10:
NSA: Casey to Van Felson: RG 47 Registry of
Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 12 1773 p. 121. NSA: Brown to Compte: RG 47 Registry of Deeds:
Halifax County Deeds Vol. 5 1762 p. 202.
Lot 5:
Lot 11:
NSA: May to Nesbitt: RG 47 Registry of Deeds:
NSA: Cooper to Cooper: RG 47 Registry of Deeds:
Halifax County Deeds Vol. 21 1784 p. 182.
Halifax County Deeds Vol. 10 1770 p. 237.
Lot 6:
Lot 14:
NSA: Hooper to Thompson or McKay: RG 47
Registry of Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & NSA: Perry to East: RG 47 Registry of Deeds:
2 1751 p. 48 and Vol. 3 1756 p. 39 (respectively). Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 p. 76.
NSA: Basterfield to East: RG 47 Registry of
Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 p. 76.

Lot 7:
NSA: Grant of Land to Nesbitt: RG 47 Registry of
Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 1754 pp.
391-393.

NSA: Brooksby to East: RG 47 Registry of Deeds:
Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 p. 76.
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NSA: East to Ewer: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Hal- Figure 7: View of Prince St 1777: O’Neill, Mora D.
2003 The Artistic of Halifax: Portrait of the
ifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 p. 77.
Town and Harbour Through 250 Years. Formac
NSA: Ewer to Webb: RG 47 Registry of Deeds:
Publishing: Halifax, Nova Scotia, p. 15.
Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 pp. 364-365.
Figure 8: View of George St 1777: O’Neill, Mora
D. 2003 The Artistic of Halifax: Portrait of the
Lot 15:
Town and Harbour Through 250 Years. Formac
NSA: Hopkins to Whitstone: RG 47 Registry of
Publishing: Halifax, Nova Scotia, p. 14.
Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 p. 188.
Figure 9: Same as Figure 3, except grid lines are on
the painting. Created by Nick Moore 2012. Based
Lot 16:
off of and contains parts of Figures 2, 6 & 7 (the
people are from Figure 6 and the sheep are from
NSA: McGeachee to Orne: RG 47 Registry of
Figure 7, the houses are based off the houses in
Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 p. 14.
Figure 7).
NSA: Orne to Williams: RG 47 Registry of Deeds:
Figure 10: 1750 ''A view of Halifax from the
Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 p. 399.
topmasthead'' Location: Nova Scotia Archives
Website: http://www.gov.ns.ca/nsarm/virtual/
NSA: Williams to Salters: RG 47 Registry of
Africanns/archives.asp?ID=1. Accessed Nov. 2012.
Deeds: Halifax County Deeds Vol. 1 & 2 pp. 441
and 455.
Figure 11: This is a zoomed in photo of Figure 10.
1750 ''A view of Halifax from the topmasthead''
Work Cited, Figures
Location: Nova Scotia Archives Website: http://
www.gov.ns.ca/nsarm/virtual/Africanns/
Figure 1: 1755 Spy Map overlaid over Google
archives.asp?ID=1. Accessed Nov. 2012.
Maps, Google. 2012. https://maps.google.ca/.
Figure 2: 1755 Spy Map, a version of the spy map
can be found in Murphy 1992: page 88.

Work Cited, Appendix F, Maps
Source i: Location: NSA: v6/250-1750 Halifax
This Chart of Chebucto Harbor

Figure 3: Created by Nick Moore 2012. Based off
of and contains parts of Figure 2, 6 & 7 (the people
are from Figure 6 and the sheep are from Figure 7, Source ii: Location: NSA: v6/250-1750 Halifax
This Chart of Chebucto Harbor
the houses are based off the houses in Figure 7).
Figure 4: Former Brew House Map: Location:
NSA: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: Halifax County
Deeds Vol. 5 p. 242
Figure 5: Location: NSA: V6/240-c1760 Town of
Halifax.

Source iii: Location: NSA: v6/240-1762 Town of
Halifax
Source iv: Location: NSA: v6/240-1762 Town of
Halifax

Source v: NSA: v6/240-1758/59 Halifax, Plan of
Figure 6: Cornwallis Mansion 1762: O’Neill, Mo- the Mouth and Harbour of Halifax
ra D. 2003 The Artistic of Halifax: Portrait of the
Town and Harbour Through 250 Years. Formac
Source vi: NSA: v6/240-1750 Halifax A Plan of
Publishing: Halifax, Nova Scotia, p. 16.
Halifax Surveyed by M Hariss

PAGE 46

VOLUME 25, NUMBER 2

NOVA SCOTIA ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

Source vii: NSA: v6/239-1759 Halifax, A Chart of
Halifax Harbour Nova Scotia

Secondary Sources

Source viii: NSA: v6/239-1750 Town and Harbor
of Halifax

Atkins, T.B. 1973 History of Halifax City. Mika
Publishing: Belleville, Ontario.

Allotment Book: NSA: RG 47 Registry of Deeds
Vol.1

Bates, George T. 1749/1830 “Old Time Halifax”,
Location: NSA: v6/240-1749/1830 Halifax. This
map showed the original tavern licenses but without citations to the original primary sources.

Appendix C: Location of North and South Suburbs
Census: NSA: RG 1 Vol. 411 #1B and Location
of Williams Tavern License: NSA: MG 100 Vol.
51 #46 (& Van Felson is #51)

Davis, Stephen. Catherine Cottreau, and Laird Niven, 1987 Artifacts from Eighteenth Century Halifax. Saint Mary’s University Archaeology Laboratory: Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Appendix D: Location: NSA: MG 100 Vol. 51
#144

Murphy, Liam D. 1992 The Urban Archaeological Resource Inventory: A Case Study in Halifax.
Saint Mary’s Anthropology Honors Thesis: Halifax, Nova Scotia. I cite the spy map from this
source because I do not know where the original
came from. This source cites it from NSA, but
NSA does not have the spy map. The 1755 spy map
is located on page 88.

Miscellaneous Primary Sources

Appendix G: Location: NSA: RG 1 Vol. 411 #1 ½
Convert Guinea to Pounds: 2012 Wiki Answers.
“How Many Guinea make a Pound”. http://
wiki.answers.com/Q/
How_many_guinea_make_a_pound. Accessed
Nov. 2012

Raddall, Thomas H. 2007 Halifax: Warden of
the North. Nimbus Classics: Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Deeds Index: NSA: RG 47 Registry of Deeds: HalTrider, Douglas W. 1999 History of Dartmouth
ifax County: Index to Deeds Vol. 1 1749-1836
and Halifax Harbour 1415-1800 Vol. 1. Ken Mac
Print: Dartmouth, Nova Scotia.
Censuses
1749 Cornwallis Ship Manifest: Location: Ancestry.com. Cornwallis Ships to Halifax - 1749. http://
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~canns/
cornwallis.html. Accessed November 2012.
1752 Halifax Census: Location: NSA: Mg100 vol.
202 #7 MF 9611 or
Atkins, T.B. 1973
History of Halifax City. Mika Publishing: Belleville, Ontario. (pg. 246-261, Appendix F)
1755 Census (Appendix E): Location: NSA: RG 1
Vol. 411 #6. MF: 15457.
1764 Census of North and South Suburbs: Locations: NSA: RG 1 Vol. 411 #1B. MF 15457.
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BORROWING NSAS FIELD EQUIPMENT
Field equipment is available for borrowing from the society for members conducting fieldwork and research. The following forms are required for permission to borrow equipment. Please fill out both this
page and the next one, then forward them to the society email address. These forms are also accessible on
our website.

Requirements for Borrowing NSAS Fieldwork Equipment
• Completed application forms are to be submitted at least 2 weeks prior to the start date
of the project.
• The applicant must be a member in good standing of the Nova Scotia Archaeology Society at the time of application and continuing through the length of the fieldwork.
• The applicant must be in possession of a heritage research permit.
• The fieldwork being conducted must be related to research and not a CRM project.
• Equipment must be returned in condition similar to that of which it was received. Condition of equipment is at the discretion of the lender. Equipment returned in poor condition or that deemed unsuitable, is subject to be replaced at the expense of the applicant.
• Equipment must be returned within a period of two weeks of the completion of the
fieldwork. If fieldwork will be extending beyond the stated time frame, the applicant
may contact the society and request an extension.
Signature of Applicant:
_____________________________________________________________________
Please forward completed forms to the society email below. This form is to be signed
upon acquisition of the gear. If you have questions regarding these requirements please
contact the Nova Scotia Archaeology Society at: info@novascotiaarchaeologysociety.com
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Application to Borrow NSAS Fieldwork Equipment
Please complete this form and return to the Nova Scotia Archaeology Society via email.
The applicant must be in possession of a Category B Heritage Research Permit
prior to requesting the use of equipment.

Name: _______________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
Phone Number: _____________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________________
Permit #: ______________________________________________________
Date of Fieldwork (start)_______________(end)_______________
Equipment Requested: _______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Signature:
______________________________________________________
Please attach a description of the project including background information and
send completed forms to society email below.
If you have any question regarding this application please contact the Nova Scotia
Archaeology Society at: info@novascotiaarchaeologysociety.com
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NOVA SCOTIA ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY
FRIEND OF ARCHAEOLOGY AWARD

T

he Nova Scotia Archaeology Society
(NSAS) was formed in 1987. It is our
mandate to bring together individuals
interested in the study and promotion of
archaeology, particularly as it relates to all cultures
of Nova Scotia; to disseminate knowledge and encourage the exchange of information among professionals and amateurs alike; and to promote the
preservation and protection of archaeological sites
and resources throughout the Province. Each year,
the NSAS recognizes an individual who has made a
significant contribution to archaeology in Nova
Scotia by naming a recipient of the Friend of Archaeology Award. The Friend of Archaeology
Award acknowledges individuals who encourage
the preservation of archaeological sites and the promotion of public awareness of archaeology in Nova
Scotia.
The award is to be presented at the NSAS Annual
General Meeting held on the fourth Tuesday of
May.
The award is open to any non-professional archaeologist - non-professional being defined as an individual who does not earn a living as an archaeologist.

Nominations for the award are to be submitted in
writing to the Board of Directors.
Nominations may be made by any NSAS member
in good standing. This includes any member of the
NSAS Board of Directors. If a board member nominates an individual they must remove themselves
from the selection process.
Nominations must be signed and include the following information: why the person is deserving of
this award, what contribution they have made to
archaeology in Nova Scotia, when this contribution
was made, and the names of contact people to verify this information.
The Board of Directors will appoint a subcommittee, consisting of one member of the Executive and two Members at Large, to study the nominations and select two nominees.
The winner will be decided by a vote of the Board
of Directors with the President only voting in the
case of a tie.
Nominations can be made by emailing a board
member or by mailing the society.

The award shall consist of a plaque and be accompanied by a press release.
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NEWS FROM THE
NOVA SCOTIA ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY
ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS
We are accepting submissions for our upcoming newsletter, and are interested in articles or briefs drafted
by professionals, amateurs, high school students, university students, or anyone else with an interest in
the field of archaeology.
If possible, please send your article in an electronic format with as minimal formatting (i.e., bold text,
headers, page numbers) as possible.
Remember to include your name and contact information, as well as the date. If there are graphics accompanying the article please include images as separate graphics files (BMP, GIF, JPG, PNG, etc.). If the
graphics require a specific description, please provide that along with the image.
Depending on content, advertisements or ‘Classifieds’ are welcome, however, will be subjected to the
editor’s requirements for the current publication at that time.
Thank you!
NSAS Newsletter Editor
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