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ABOUT THE
SOCIETY …
The Nova Scotia Archaeology Society was formed in
1987 in response to a growing interest in the Province’s
heritage resources.
Membership is open to all persons endorsing the objectives of the Society. The Society’s year runs from September to August. Membership entitles the individual to
attend Society functions, vote on Society matters and
hold office. The public is welcome at monthly meetings
and special events.
Monthly meetings are held at 7:30 PM on the fourth
Tuesday of most months, in room 260 of the Sobey
Building, located at Saint Mary’s University, Halifax.
During each meeting, business is briefly discussed, and a
guest speaker gives a presentation on a provincial, national, or international archaeological topic. Afterwards
everyone is welcome to linger for conversation.
Throughout the year special events are held, including
field trips to archaeological sites, workshops, and special
guest lecturers. The Society produces a semi-annual
newsletter and maintains a website for its membership.
Special publications of the Society are available to members at reduced rates.
NSAS membership fees are as follows:
Individual $20, Family $25, Student $15, Senior Citizen
$15, Institution $45, and Class (Secondary School) $45.
The Nova Scotia Archaeology Society is a registered
charitable organization. You can join the Society at any
regular meeting, or by mailing an application form
(available on the website), with a cheque for the appropriate amount, to:
Nova Scotia Archaeology Society
P.O. Box 36090

Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3S9

(Editorial date for this issue is 2014-01-10)

Website: www.novascotiaarchaeologysociety.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
WINTER 2013-14

H

ello everyone, I hope your New Year
is off to a fantastic start. Our lecture
series has been successful so far and
we hope you enjoy the rest of the
lineup. So far we have enjoyed Dr. Scott MacLean’s lecture about the field school at Herstmonceaux Castle in East Sussex, Danny Hennigar’s
lecture about the treasure hunting and mysteries of
Oak Island, and updates on recent archaeology at
Fortress Louisbourg by Rebecca Dunham. Our
AGM this year will be on May 27th, I look forward
to seeing everyone there. We will be electing new
board members at our AGM so please contact me
at info@novascotiaarchaeologysociety.com if you
are interested and state which position you would
be keen on holding. Sitting on the board of the
society is the best way to voice your ideas and have
an active roll in the direction the society takes.

let us know. We would be more than happy to
include it in our next newsletter.
Happy reading and happy digging,

Our member-and-public dig last summer at Village
Thibodeau was a great success and we hope to
offer you another opportunity to get your hands and
trowels dirty this summer.
We are accepting nominations for this year’s
Friend of Archaeology Award. If you know a
person or a business making a positive impact on
the protection of archaeological resources in Nova
Scotia and deserves recognition, please send along
their name and a little about what makes them the
ideal candidate. We love to acknowledge members
of our community who have a passion for archaeology and ensure that our resources are protected.
I hope you enjoy this newsletter and we look
forward to hearing from you with any feedback you
may have. If you have an article or are interested in
writing on any topic related to archaeology please
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ARCHAEOLOGY OF HALIFAX :
READING BETWEEN THE LINES —
PLACING AN ORPHAN INTO CONTEXT

I

Brittany Houghton

n the collections of the Nova Scotia Department of Natural Resources there are dozens
of large-scale survey plans for which contextual information has been lost. They have
become ‘orphaned’ from the historical narratives
that created them as well as from the places they
describe. (Orphan Map Guidance Note: Dr. Jonathan Fowler, 2012.)

This paper is my attempt to give a “home,” or rather, an identity, to map number 17a, of the Halifax
County portfolio. I have placed this “orphan” in the
location I believe it belongs. I have narrowed the
date of this document’s creation to a sensible
timeframe. This paper argues for the true location
of this orphan and illustrates the various methods
of interpretation employed.

Figure 1. Image of Orphan Map #17a. Source: Natural Resources, Halifax Portfolio, no. 17a.
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There are two streets depicted on Orphan 17a.
Though both are unnamed, their identities are partially traceable by a vital clue: their description. On
the right side of the map, a street running vertically
is labeled, “[r]oad leading from the Blue Bell into
the North Suburbs called Dutch Town.” The identity of this route, I argue to be North Street. The second road, cutting horizontally across the bottom of
Figure 1, reads: “The [r]ear [s]treet of Dutch Town
or North Suburbs.” This street, I have deduced, is
Gottingen. Figure 2 depicts the proposed location
for Orphan 17a.
The Blue Bell Farm
The upper right corner of Orphan 17a displays a
name: “Blue Bell Farm.” The Blue Bell Tavern,
established in 1784 once stood along the Eastern
side of Windsor Street—at the point in which
Windsor meets North. Multiple sources were consulted in the search for this property. I combined
accounts of the written record along with cartographic representations of Halifax. My principal

source for this information is Old Time Halifax, by
George Bates. (NSARM V6/240 – 1749-1830).
Further investigation of tavern licenses proved
fruitless. I could not find the source from which
Bates drew his information (this constitutes negative evidence). However, the location is corroborated by Harry Piers in his notes in the Hopkins Atlas
of the City of Halifax, (NSARM). Additionally,
the following passage extracted from Thomas Raddall’s Warden of the North (1993) offers insight
regarding the location and character of the tavern:
[a]long the Windsor Road appeared a number of
small wayside taverns where officers and gentry
and their ladies could stop for a glass of wine or
a dish of syllabub while enjoying the view of
Bedford Basin. The most famous of these stood
by the highway near Willow Park. This was the
Blue Bell, a landmark for years with its neat
painted sign, and the townsfolk fell into the habit
of calling the road which led to it “the Bell
road,” a name which still clings to the stretch
across the Common (p. 93).

Figure 2. A map of the North Suburbs, overlaid on a modern satellite photo. Source: Nova Scotia Department of
Natural Resources, Halifax Portfolio, no. 17a and GoogleEarth.
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Figure 3. The Blue Bell, located on the corner of Windsor and North Street, as depicted above. Sources: Left image:
Nova Scotia Department of Natural Resources, Halifax Portfolio, no. 10. Right image: Plan of Peninsula of Halifax by
Charles Blaskowitz, 1784, National Archives Kew CO 700/NovaScotia49B.

Upon my initial research concerning the whereabouts of the Blue Bell I turned to 19th century
newspaper accounts. These sources highlighted a
contentious theme: the “Blue Bell” referred to was
branded as a house of ill repute wherein multiple
arrests had been carried out by local authorities.
(The Acadian Recorder March 25th, 1867 p. 2, col.
7 [MFM # 5224] NSARM) This tavern was said to
be located on the corner of Barrack and George
streets (Fingard 1989:24). I believe this Blue Bell
was a separate entity, one which recycled the name
of the original Blue Bell tavern, our site of interest.
In 1832, the “Old Blue Bell Farm” was purchased
by the Sessions of Halifax for the benefit of the
town. Specifically, they wished to erect a slaughter house large enough for “all the Butchers in
Town.” (RG 1, Vol. 241, Doc 104 [MFM #15339]
NSARM.) The property sold for 1000 pounds. The
money required for this transaction was borrowed
from Mr. John Clark, a wealthy merchant of Hali-

fax. Clark mortgaged on the land in order to secure
the return of his loan. Upon his death, the property
was to be sold in order “to pay the estate of the
mortgage.” (Statues of Nova Scotia 1840 Cap.
XXXIII.)
A police report, published in The Acadian Recorder on April 13th, 1867, indicates that the Blue Bell
had been unoccupied for “quite some time.” (The
Acadian Recorder April 15th, 1867: p.2, col. 4
[MFM # 5224] NSARM.) The same year, accounts
of multiple arrests carried out in a “Blue Bell”
tavern are present among other newspaper reports.
(The Acadian Recorder March 25th, 1867: p.2,
col.7 [MFM # 5224] NSARM.) This, I believe is a
strong indication of the existence of two separate
establishments. Two Blue Bells once existed in the
city of Halifax; each held a separate identity. The
original structure transcends time – the “Bell
Road” today still bears its name. The latter took
possession of the title, “Blue Bell,” perhaps as a
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Figure 4. Field boundaries of Orphan 17a,
highlighted. Sources: Left image: Plan of Peninsula of Halifax by Charles Blaskowitz, 1784,
National Archives Kew CO700/NovaScotia49B.
Right image: Natural Resources, Halifax Portfolio, no. 17a.

form of endearment to honor the old tavern. Or,
perhaps the name was utilized for marketing purposes. Regardless, it is evident that the title “Blue
Bell” is a well-worn namesake; one rich with history (Fingard 1989:39).
Properity Boundaries
In 1787, Charles Blakowitz surveyed the peninsula
of Halifax. Property boundaries were accounted
for in his portrayal. In an effort to increase both
accuracy and accessibility, I concentrated my field
of study to a specific section of the Blaskowitz
map which enclosed my proposed Map 17a location. Upon analysis, it became increasingly apparent that the field boundaries drawn by the cartographer mirrored those present in Orphan 17a. (See
Figure 4).

Land boundaries drawn upon the orphan were
paired with measurements recorded by the cartographer in rods. These increments were of great use
to my research. Converting the rods into meters, I
was then able to apply these conversions onto
Google Earth. I overlaid my orphan onto a modern
satellite image. Herein, I measured selected property boundaries. I began with the marker
(highlighted in red below) in Figure 5. From the
vantage point of North Street I drew a horizontal
line on top of the original etchings, measuring the
distance between the first point to the next. The
second property boundary (indicated in blue) extends from modern day Gottingen to Robie streets.
(The shape and position of this property boundary
leads me to believe it lies in the location of modern day Robie Street.) These measurements were
of great importance to my hypothesis as their accuracy would either disprove or assert my claims.
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Figure 5. A map of the North Suburbs, overlaid on a modern satellite photo. Source: Nova Scotia Department of
Natural Resources, Halifax Portfolio, no. 17a and Google Earth.

Red Line
Blue Line

Orphan Map

Google Earth

80
402.4
111
558.5

81.5
409.9
112.7
567

rods
meters
rods
meters

rods
meters
rods
meters

Table 1. Measurements of Land Boundaries.

The North Suburbs: Dutchtown

Table 1 summarizes the results of my findings.
The measurements were very similar: the variation
between the two was rather limited. Differences
can be accounted to the change of landscape over
time (such as, the placement of the streets), or
human error. Overall, I find these results rather
encouraging, and I feel they offer great evidence in
terms of my theorized location.

Between the years 1749 to 1752, a large influx of
foreign Protestants immigrated to the growing
town of Halifax. The majority of these peoples
settled in the North suburbs, in an area that came
to be known as Dutch (Deutsche) town (Erickson
2004:10). These “Dutch” folk were settled along
“a pair of rough lanes running north from the Citadel slope which they called Brunswick and Gottingen” (Raddall 1993:37) Streets within this location
were named after prominent German families and
locations (Erickson 2004:10).
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Figure 6. A map of the plan for the North Suburbs of Halifax, commonly called Dutchtown.
Source: NSARM V6/240 – ca. 1784.

Figure 6 showcases the lots originally laid out in
the Dutchtown settlement. Though not labeled,
Gottingen is present, above and parallel to Brunswick Street. Given that it is on the edge of the
map, it is plausible that Gottingen may be the “rear
street” of Dutchtown, as previously detailed on
Orphan 17a.
Creighton Fields
In Akin’s History of Halifax City (1895), Mr.
James Creighton is described as “one of the most
thriving and influential settlers in the town …”
(p. 232). During his lifetime, Creighton acquired a
large amount of property within the North Suburbs, including “[f]ields that adjoined the commons…” (Erickson 2004:xi). These were known
as the Creighton fields. By the mid 19th century,
they had, “long since [been] laid off into building
lots, including the streets known as Maynard
Street [and] Creighton Street …” (Akins
1895:160). “Creighton Fields” is marked on Or-

phan 17a, above the “rear street of Dutchtown.”
Thus, another piece of the puzzle falls into place.
Pinpointing a Date
The surname “Fairbanks” is present on 17a. The
plot of land, situated on the left side of the map
reads: “formerly Mr. Fairbanks’s now Mr.
Creighton’s Fields.” In order to construct a
timeframe for the Orphan Map’s creation, I consulted the deed records of Halifax. I began with
the H. Jackson map, wherein the names of the
original grantees of the town are listed. (Peninsula
of Halifax, H. Jackson, NSARM V6/240-1749.
I found a property owner who had purchased land
in my theorized location; a Joseph Fairbanks. By
consulting the deed index online, I found the following transaction:
(NSARM [MFM #17,811], RG 47 Reg. of Deeds:
Halifax Co.: Index to Deeds vol. 1, 1749-1836.)
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Grantor
Grantee
Year Bk Page
Joseph Fairbanks James Creighton 1781 17 263
This deed pertained to the area labeled “Creighton
Fields” on the orphan. (NSARM [Joseph Fairbanks] to [James Creighton], RG 47 Halifax Co.
Deeds, vol. 17, p. 263.)
James Creighton purchased Joseph Fairbanks’s
land in the year of 1781. Therefore, I theorize that
the map was created sometime after 1781. If the
land was in James Creighton’s possession for a
substantial period of time, I presume the plot
would have been labeled only in his name. As
“formerly Mr. Fairbanks” is also written, I believe
this indicates that, at the time of the map’s creation, the transaction between Creighton and Fairbanks was a relatively new occurrence.
In order to distinguish a timeframe, I revisited the
deed records. The plot of land, located on the lower right hand corner of the map is labeled
“Wagner’s Fields.” While researching, I found no
mention among the secondary sources of a Wagner
Fields in the North Suburbs. I theorized that, in an
effort to expand his property, Creighton may have
purchased the neighboring land from Wagner.
Confirmation of this transaction was found:

18th century. It was drawn sometime after 1781,
though prior to 1799. This narrows our timeframe
to a period of eighteen years.
Archaeological Significance
Upon first glance, Orphan 17a depicts limited archaeological evidence: it lacks any indication of
standing structures associated with the noted properties. Furthermore, no official street names are
given. However, used as a tool, the map itself is of
great archaeological significance. The skill sets I
applied, and consequently strengthened, while
researching this orphan demonstrated to me that
this map is a rich resource. Clues drawn from 17a,
such as the measurements of rods, are significant.
These figures not only aided me in my investigation, but created a broader understanding of the
image. One can plot this map onto Google Earth,
and view its location in respect to the city. A window, then, is opened; and subsequently, archaeological potential can be assessed. One can study
the land and surrounding area.

Grantor
Grantee
Year Bk Page
Martin Wagner James Creighton 1799 33 658

Stone walls are an archaeological feature present
in Orphan 17a. These stones are indicators of
property boundaries. Many years have passed
since their creation; several of these walls were
erected in areas later developed into modern
streets (e.g., Robie and Agricola streets). Given
their location and age, I feel that little if no remains of these features still stand today. However,
all is not lost. Land use activities are indicated on
this map (to a degree). This triggers a certain
thought process.

The deed states that the land purchased by James
is known as Wagner fields, and is situated next to
property owned by James himself (Creighton
Fields). (NSARM [Martin Wagner] to [James
Creighton], RG 47 Halifax Co. Deeds, vol. 33,
p. 658.) Knowing this, an end date can be derived.
This orphan cannot have been composed after
1799, as this is the year Wagner’s Fields was purchased, thus becoming a part of Creighton’s
Fields.

For instance, Blue Bell farm, evokes a pastoral
image which is then attached to how one views the
landscape. The material culture one would expect
to discover on the property becomes “farm like
things” (tools among other evidence of farming,
animals and occupation). This is the lens that is
triggered. Theoretically, this information could
account for later discoveries found inside the old
Blue Bell property lines, that is, if the opportunity
ever arises.

(NSARM [MFM #17,811], RG 47 Reg. of Deeds:
Halifax Co.: Index to Deeds vol. 1, 1749-1836. )

In sum, this orphan map was created in the late
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It should be noted, however, that Halifax is an
urban environment. The area(s) of interest are no
longer rural farm land; rather they are heavily developed upon (in most cases). It is plausible yes,
that archaeology remains hidden beneath modern
standing structures. However, one cannot, with
confidence state so without testing and/or subsequent field work.
In conclusion, evidence derived from an analysis
of this map, paired with additional information
gathered from both primary and secondary
sources, frame a story. Uncovered and interpreted,
an orphan was placed back into its historical context. Map 17a was given an identity, that is, a
home within the city of Halifax.

References Cited
Akins, Thomas B.
1895 History of Halifax city.
Halifax: Nova Scotia Historical Society.
Erickson, Paul A.
2004 Images of our Past: Historic North End
Halifax. Halifax: Nimbus Publishing.
Fingard, Judith
1989 The Dark Side of Life In Victorian
Halifax. Porters Lake: Pottersfield Press.
Raddall, Thomas H.
1993 Halifax: Warden of the North.
Halifax: Nimbus Publishing.

PAGE 11

VOLUME 25, NUMBER 1

NOVA SCOTIA ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE SYDNEY TAR PONDS:
A STORY OF CHALLENGES AND SUCCESS

I

April MacIntyre
Davis MacIntyre & Associates Limited

n 2008, as part of the remediation of the Sydney Tar Ponds and Coke Ovens, a derelict
wooden vessel caught the attention of the
Sydney Tar Ponds Agency, engineers, and
archaeologists. (See Figure 1.) In spite of the numerous health, safety and environmental challenges
of conducting archaeological investigations in such
a setting, we now have a clearer understanding, not
only of the vessel which was abandoned there in
the early years of the 20th century, but also of the
history and environment of the Tar Ponds site prior
to the operation of the Sydney Steel Plant.

American, Chinese and Ukrainian immigrants who
came to work in the steel plant.

Background & Research Goals

The by-products of the mill were deposited along
the shores of Muggah Creek, creating 70 hectares
of new land, infilling almost half of Muggah Creek
and a portion of Sydney Harbour near the mouth of
the creek. (See Figure 4). By the 1980s, the Sydney
Tar Ponds, as the north and south ponds of Muggah
Creek came to be known, were recognized as Canada’s worst environmental disaster to date. The
governments of Canada and Nova Scotia quickly
launched a plan to clean up the Tar Ponds and
Coke Ovens sites.

In 1899, DISCO began construction of the Sydney
Steel Plant on 500 acres of land in Whitney Pier
(the area east of Muggah Creek, see Figure 2). Coal
and ore piers, a stock house and blast furnaces, a
blooming mill, and shops were erected. Company
houses were built for the American, French, German, Norwegian, Italian, Hungarian, Polish, Afro-

In 2008, Davis MacIntyre & Associates Limited
(DM&A) was contracted to address the issue of a
wooden vessel in the north Tar Pond. The vessel
first came to light during an earlier historic background study. In mid-20th century correspondence,
the vessel was described as “One very ancient
wooden hulk wooded [?] over and water logged

Figure 1. Vessel as it sat in the north Tar Pond in 2010.
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Figure 2. “Distant View of Sydney, Cape Breton, from Hardwood Hill”, 1853 (by Major Edward Sutherland) (courtesy
Library and Archives Canada). The watercolor shows the peninsula of Sydney (center) and Muggah Creek to the right.
Prior to the construction of the steel plant in 1899-1901, Muggah Creek was much wider than it is today and the waterway was said to be regularly lined with sail boats.

[and] one pontoon steel scow close by.” A Canadian Hydrographic Service map, based on information gathered in 1941, indicated that the vessel
lay near the middle of Muggah Creek, some distance from the shore. Yet when the vessel was first
recorded by DM&A in 2010, it lay partially buried
beneath the east shore of the creek (see Figure 3).
Since 1901, 70 acres of new land had been created
in Muggah Creek infilling almost half of the creek
and a portion of Sydney Harbour near the mouth of
the creek.
Previous archival research and consultation precluded any attempt to identify the vessel or its age,
other than to say that it predated 1941. The goals
shifted to include:


Determining the overall dimensions of the vessel,

Figure 3. An undated photo showing the vessel with its
mast partially intact. The slag heap and the blast furnaces from the coke ovens can be seen behind the vessel.
The vessel appears to be smoking suggesting hot slag
has been recently dumped on it, partially igniting it.
Photo courtesy Whitney Pier Historical Museum .
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Locating and measuring the links form the anchor chain (which was believed would aid in
determining an approximate age),
 Locating the mast step (the wooden or metal
structure that functioned to support the mast),
 Recording any other defining elements of the
vessel that may be preserved below the sediment
line.


Monitoring
In 2012, as remediation progressed toward the
north Tar Pond, it was necessary to remove the
vessel. The solidification process required that any
organic materials dredged from the ponds would
have to be broken down into sub-40cm-sized piec-

es, as anything larger would decay in situ and create voids in an otherwise solid material. Above the
sediment, the vessel had suffered considerable
decay. Yet archaeologists were able to record a
significant portion of the hull and ceiling, including the knees, on the port (south) side of the vessel, as well as a portion of the bow. The stern and
much of the starboard side were buried beneath the
slag and contaminated sediment. Polychlorinated
biphenyls (PCBs), polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), and volatile organic compounds
(VOCs) were all present in the sediment surrounding the vessel. No elements of the vessel or associated artifacts could be collected for analysis or

Figure 4. An overlay of a 1902 map on a current topographic map showing the historic shoreline, shortly after the
construction of the Sydney Steel Plant, in relation to the modern shoreline.
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Figure 5. A partial view of the north Tar Pond from atop the slag heap. The vessel is just to the left of the excavator. A
berm was built across the pond to control seepage into the harbour.

curation. All recording and interpretation had to be
done expediently and in situ as the various health,
safety and environmental issues archaeologists
were faced with precluded any significant
amount of hands-on or up-close recording
of the vessel. Archaeologists were able to
guide two backhoes and a swamp excavator
to remove as much sediment as possible
from in and around the vessel while constantly battling flooding from the harbour
itself. Still images, scaled drawings and
measurements of the vessel were taken
over a period of 4 days, which aided in the
interpretation of the vessel. It quickly became evident that the coal tar beneath the
sediment line had served to impregnate the
wood and preserve it in excellent condition. Figure 6. The vessel is seen from the berm and shows the slag heap
behind it.
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Just 6 meters to the south of the stern of the
vessel, workers encountered a concrete wharf
buried beneath the sediment. The wharf clearly predated the deposition of slag and tar,
although it was likely associated with operation of the steel mill, and it is posited that the
vessel collided with the wharf or was simply
tied up and abandoned. A second, smaller
vessel was also encountered to the left (port
side) of the main vessel. It had suffered considerably more damage from natural forces,
although it was determined that the vessel
was likely powered by diesel as it contained a Figure 7. Swamp excavator working around the vessel. The
excavator was necessary in areas where the sediment was
wood and metal windlass which was typical swamp
too soft for conventional excavators.

Figure 8. The vessel’s propeller shaft.
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of schooners or fishing boats. This may have been
the steel scow referred to in the 1964 documents.
Discussion and Conclusions
The monitoring and recording program had many
challenges owing the working environment. However, archaeologists were able to locate and record
the stern of the vessel under the slag. The overall
length of the vessel was 147 feet (c. 45m) from
stem to stern with a maximum breadth of 35 feet
(11m). Hull fittings for the propeller were located
near the stern of the vessel and indicated that the
vessel had two engines. Tanks of later origin discovered during the 2010 assessment indicated that
the vessel was refitted with diesel engines. The
anchor chain and a part of the anchor shaft was
located and measured although it did not aid in a
determination of age. Unfortunately, the mast
steps could not be located as the stern of the vessel
was submerged throughout the project as a result
of tidal seepage. The overall architecture of the
vessel indicated that it was likely constructed in
the very late 19th or early 20th century and may
Figure 9. Plan of the vessel’s bow construction.

Figure 10. The windlass from the second vessel.
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have been outfitted as a schooner barge in its later
days.
The remediation of the Tar Ponds site is on track
to be completed in 2014. Future uses of the site
include sports fields, a playground, amphitheater,
skating pond, trails, and interpretation, to name
just a few. Two-hundred and forty acres of clean
land will have been reclaimed for the community.
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Figure 11. Aerial view of the Sydney Tar Ponds and Coke Ovens site in September 2012 showing the area that has
already been remediated and landscaped (center). Photo courtesy Sydney Tar Ponds Agency.
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SHARING THE PAST :
A SYMPOSIUM ON PUBLIC ARCHAEOLOGY
Gorsebrook Research Institute
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BORROWING NSAS FIELD EQUIPMENT
Field equipment is available for borrowing from the society for members conducting fieldwork and research. The following forms are required for permission to borrow equipment. Please fill out both this
page and the next one, then forward them to the society email address. These forms are also accessible on
our website.

Requirements for Borrowing NSAS Fieldwork Equipment
• Completed application forms are to be submitted at least 2 weeks prior to the start date
of the project.
• The applicant must be a member in good standing of the Nova Scotia Archaeology Society at the time of application and continuing through the length of the fieldwork.
• The applicant must be in possession of a heritage research permit.
• The fieldwork being conducted must be related to research and not a CRM project.
• Equipment must be returned in condition similar to that of which it was received. Condition of equipment is at the discretion of the lender. Equipment returned in poor condition or that deemed unsuitable, is subject to be replaced at the expense of the applicant.
• Equipment must be returned within a period of two weeks of the completion of the
fieldwork. If fieldwork will be extending beyond the stated time frame, the applicant
may contact the society and request an extension.
Signature of Applicant:
_____________________________________________________________________
Please forward completed forms to the society email below. This form is to be signed
upon acquisition of the gear. If you have questions regarding these requirements please
contact the Nova Scotia Archaeology Society at: info@novascotiaarchaeologysociety.com
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Application to Borrow NSAS Fieldwork Equipment
Please complete this form and return to the Nova Scotia Archaeology Society via email.
The applicant must be in possession of a Category B Heritage Research Permit
prior to requesting the use of equipment.

Name: _______________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
Phone Number: _____________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________________
Permit #: ______________________________________________________
Date of Fieldwork (start)_______________(end)_______________
Equipment Requested: _______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Signature:
______________________________________________________
Please attach a description of the project including background information and
send completed forms to society email below.
If you have any question regarding this application please contact the Nova Scotia
Archaeology Society at: info@novascotiaarchaeologysociety.com
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NOVA SCOTIA ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY
FRIEND OF ARCHAEOLOGY AWARD

T

he Nova Scotia Archaeology Society
(NSAS) was formed in 1987. It is our
mandate to bring together individuals
interested in the study and promotion of
archaeology, particularly as it relates to all cultures
of Nova Scotia; to disseminate knowledge and encourage the exchange of information among professionals and amateurs alike; and to promote the
preservation and protection of archaeological sites
and resources throughout the Province. Each year,
the NSAS recognizes an individual who has made a
significant contribution to archaeology in Nova
Scotia by naming a recipient of the Friend of Archaeology Award. The Friend of Archaeology
Award acknowledges individuals who encourage
the preservation of archaeological sites and the promotion of public awareness of archaeology in Nova
Scotia.
The award is to be presented at the NSAS Annual
General Meeting held on the fourth Tuesday of
May.
The award is open to any non-professional archaeologist - non-professional being defined as an individual who does not earn a living as an archaeologist.

Nominations for the award are to be submitted in
writing to the Board of Directors.
Nominations may be made by any NSAS member
in good standing. This includes any member of the
NSAS Board of Directors. If a board member nominates an individual they must remove themselves
from the selection process.
Nominations must be signed and include the following information: why the person is deserving of
this award, what contribution they have made to
archaeology in Nova Scotia, when this contribution
was made, and the names of contact people to verify this information.
The Board of Directors will appoint a subcommittee, consisting of one member of the Executive and two Members at Large, to study the nominations and select two nominees.
The winner will be decided by a vote of the Board
of Directors with the President only voting in the
case of a tie.
Nominations can be made by emailing a board
member or by mailing the society.

The award shall consist of a plaque and be accompanied by a press release.
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In 2011, the Nova Scotia
Archaeology Society selected the Bremner Family and
Castle Frederick Farms Incorporated as that year’s recipients of the Friend of Archaeology Award. This
award acknowledges those
who encourage the preservation of archaeological sites
and the promotion of public
awareness of archaeology in
Nova Scotia.

cially presented to the recipients.

In 2010, the Archaeological
Land Trust of Nova Scotia
(ALTNS) signed a Stewardship Agreement with the
Bremner family and Castle
Frederick Farms Incorporated, to ensure the protection of six archaeological
sites. Castle Frederick, located in Falmouth, Hants
County, has been the subject of numerous archaeological investigations over the past two decades
and is considered to be an area of archaeological
significance in Nova Scotia.
Due to a series of scheduling conflicts, the actual
presentation of the 2011 FOA award was delayed
from the usual date of that year’s AGM. It ended
up being over a year later when the award was offi-

On September 16, 2012,
NSAS President Sarah Marie
MacDonald (now Shears)
presented the Bremner family with their award during an
Open Farm Day event held
at Castle Frederick Farms.
The day included guided
wagon tours of the sites by
Jim Bremner, self-guided
walking tours, live music
and great food. The Open
Farm Day event attracted
over 300 visitors throughout
the day. The commitment by
the Bremner family to protect these significant archaeological resources and to allow access to visitors,
represents a significant contribution to the historical and cultural legacy of Nova Scotia.
The ALTNS is grateful to all the volunteers who
helped make Open Farm Day such a success. In
particular, the ALTNS would like to acknowledge
Erin & Jim Bremner and the entire Bremner family
for their hospitality, Pat & Dave Allen for their
BBQ talents, and Hope Beanlands for seemingly
being everywhere at once.
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NEWS FROM THE
NOVA SCOTIA ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY
ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Archaeological Land Trust of Nova Scotia (ALTNS) is pleased to announce that it is now a
Registered Charity. ALTNS is dedicated to protecting one of Nova Scotia’s most precious nonrenewable resources - archaeological sites - for all Nova Scotians. To achieve this goal, ALTNS pursues land ownership, conservation agreements and cooperative agreements with landowners. ALTNS
works with landowners to protect significant archaeological sites throughout the province. ALTNS is
currently seeking volunteers and new members to help meet its mandate. Anyone interested is asked
to either look us up on the internet at www.altns.ca or contact President Craig Chandler at
craig@altns.ca
The 2014 John Harvey Award: The Nova Scotia Archaeology Society offers an annual undergraduate student award of recognition: The John Harvey Award. This award is named in memory of friend
and colleague, John Andrew Harvey, who passed away in February 2005. A candidate may be an undergraduate student studying archaeology in Nova Scotia, or a Nova Scotian student studying abroad.
Nominees for the award will submit a paper based on their research that will appear in the society
newsletter. The deadline for submissions is March 31, 2014.
NSAS Board Elections: Elections for the NSAS Board will take place during the May lecture and
Annual General Meeting. If you have an interest in contributing to the future of the Society as a member of the Board please contact the NSAS President via the contact coordinates below or by contacting
any current Board member.

Check out the NSAS website at:

www.novascotiaarchaeologysociety.com
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NEWS FROM THE
NOVA SCOTIA ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY
ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS
We are accepting submissions for our upcoming newsletter, and are interested in articles or briefs drafted
by professionals, amateurs, high school students, university students, or anyone else with an interest in
the field of archaeology.
If possible, please send your article in an electronic format with as minimal formatting (i.e., bold text,
headers, page numbers) as possible.
Remember to include your name and contact information, as well as the date. If there are graphics accompanying the article please include images as separate graphics files (BMP, GIF, JPG, PNG, etc.). If the
graphics require a specific description, please provide that along with the image.
Depending on content, advertisements or ‘Classifieds’ are welcome, however, will be subjected to the
editor’s requirements for the current publication at that time.
Thank you!
Sarah-Marie Shears
sarah_marie_mcdonald@hotmail.com
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