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About the 
Society … 
The Nova Scotia Archaeology Society was formed 
in 1987 in response to a growing interest in the 
Province’s heritage resources. 

Membership is open to all persons endorsing the 
objectives of the Society. The Society’s year runs 
from September to August. Membership entitles the 
individual to attend Society functions, vote on Soci-
ety matters and hold office. The public is welcome at 
monthly meetings and special events. 

Monthly meetings are held at 7:30 PM on the fourth 
Tuesday of most months, in the Auditorium of the 
Museum of Natural History, located at 1747 Sum-
mer Street, Halifax. During each meeting, business 
is briefly discussed, and a guest speaker gives a 
presentation on a provincial, national, or interna-
tional archaeological topic. Afterwards everyone is 
welcome to linger for conversation. 

Throughout the year special events are held, includ-
ing field trips to archaeological sites, workshops, 
and special guest lecturers. The Society produces a 
semi-annual newsletter and maintains a website for 
its membership. Special publications of the Society 
are available to members at reduced rates. 

NSAS membership fees are as follows:  
Individual $20, Family $25, Student $15, Senior 
Citizen $15, Institution $45, and Class (Secondary 
School) $45. The Nova Scotia Archaeology Society 
is a registered charitable organization. You can join 
the Society at any regular meeting, or by mailing an 
application form (available on the website), with a 
cheque for the appropriate amount, to: 

Nova Scotia Archaeology Society 
P.O. Box 36090 

Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3S9 

Website: 

http://www.novascotiaarchaeologysociety.com 



Volume 22, Number 1 Nova Scotia Archaeology Society Newsletter 

Page 3 

President’s Message 
Fall 2009 

Welcome to another season of the Nova Scotia Archaeology 
Society. It is the society’s mandate to bring together those inter-
ested in the study and promotion of archaeology, particularly as it 
relates to Nova Scotia; to encourage the exchange of information 
between professionals, amateurs and enthusiasts; and to promote 
the preservation and protection of archaeological resources 
throughout the province. 

The 2009-2010 season is almost half-way through and we already 
packed quite a lot in. In the summer the board presented the 2009 
Friend of Archaeology Award to Joanne and David Shaw (please 
see the story in this newsletter). The presentation ceremony was a 
well-attended success that even garnered media attention. The 
society received further media attention in an article in the Chroni-
cle Herald regarding the Treasure Trove Act. As most members 
are no doubt aware, the NSAS has been campaigning for the 
repeal of the Treasure Trove Act for years. Further to that, we 
requested and were granted, a meeting with the Minister of Tour-
ism, Culture and Heritage where we were able to voice our con-
cerns regarding the Treasure Trove Act. 

The 2009-2010 lecture series features an exciting group of speak-
ers covering a diverse array of topics and time periods. In the fall, 
members were treated to lectures about the legends of Glooskap 
and how they relate to geological features in the province (see p. 
9); stories of what it was like to work on some of the province’s 
most famous archaeological sites during the discipline’s infancy in 

Nova Scotia (see p. 4); and recent archaeological research at Pompeii. The winter lectures, 
which will include a few supplemental lectures (to be announced shortly), will continue the trend 
of diversity and quality and illustrate how archaeological research can enhance our knowledge 
of the past. We look forward to a successful 2010 and hope to see you all at our January lec-
ture. 

Darryl Kelman 
President 
Nova Scotia Archaeology Society 
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Boy Archaeologist — Life and Work in 

the Field During the 1960’s  
Stephen Archibald 

Almost 50 years ago, Stephen Archibald began 10 

consecutive seasons of work at some of the 

“signature“ archaeological sites in the region: 

Debert, Signal Hill, Fort Beausejour and Louis-

bourg. In this article, Stephen describes the char-

acter of the excavations (and the times), the ar-

chaeologists and crews, and the living conditions 

in the field. Stephen witnessed the transition to 

modern archaeological practice in Nova Scotia at 

a time when he was perhaps the only “local” with 

sustained field experience. 

After his archaeological adventures Stephen 

Archibald spent his working career at the Nova 

Scotia Museum which included stints at Sher-

brooke Village, the Maritime Museum of the At-

lantic and the Museum of Natural History. His various positions included Chief Curator of Exhibits and 

Manager of Interpretation for the Museum of Natural History. Since retiring he has authored, with his 

wife Sheila Stevenson, the award winning book Heritage Houses of Nova Scotia and was on the interpre-

tation team for the Joggins Fossil Cliffs. 

When I was preparing for a talk about my archaeological experiences in the 1960s I re-read some docu-

ments that had been saved for the last four decades. It struck me that they offered a little insight into the 

character of the times and of the writers. The first is the form letter sent to the 20 or so Americans and 

Canadians who had been hired to work at the paleo Indian site at Debert in 1964, the second of two field 

seasons. The other is the inventory of field equipment to be used in a small excavation at Fort Anne in 

1968. Only archaeologists would not be surprised to see ―grapefruit knives; trowels; whisk brooms‖ listed 

together. 

The first thing you notice about the original documents is how they were produced. The Debert letter is 

printed in purple type, a characteristic of documents produced on a spirit duplicator (Ditto machine). An 

alcohol based solvent gave fresh copies a characteristic smell (in the movie Fast Times at Ridgemont 

High students in unison deeply sniff their exam question sheets). The other letter was typed on an electric 

typewriter– when you rub a finger over the back you can feel the indentations of the periods. 

Here are the documents each followed by a little interpretation: 
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Debert Archaeological Project 

May 29, 1964 

 

Dear Stephen  

 

We are glad to welcome you to The Debert Archaeological Project. Debert is about twelve miles west of 

Truro, Colchester County, Nova Scotia. 

 

Truro can be reached by bus from Boston. At present a bus from Boston at 1:15 PM on Friday will get 

you to Truro at 3:20 PM on Saturday; fare $26.00 one way. Trans-Canada Airlines flies to Halifax from 

Boston. Economy fare is $32.00 one way. Flight 460 is due at Halifax at 12.50, flight 466, at 5:10, and 

Flight 762 at 6:40. The Canadian National Railway serves Truro; the Ocean Limited, from Montreal, 

reaches Truro in the late afternoon, and there are frequent trips (about every three hours) from Halifax. 

 

If you are coming by public transportation let us know so that we can meet you in Truro or at the Airport. 

Be sure to specify flight number and time, train or bus. We will advance your fare if you need it, and will 

then deduct from your pay the amount advanced to you. 

 

Wages will be according to the going scale around Truro. 

 

Our season opens Saturday, June 27, and we will expect you in camp that afternoon by 6:00PM. Sunday, 

the 28th, will be Briefing Day, and you will then learn all about the site and its problems. On Monday, the 

29th, we will start work. We expect that the season will run through Labor Day, September 7. 

 

The site is within the boundaries of Camp Debert, once a st6aging area for troops about to embark for 

Europe. A small, active installation occupies part of the land within the camp boundary. As a result, 

broken glass, rusty nails, pieces of metal and rusty barbed wire may be met with anywhere. To walk 

barefoot is to invite disaster. You must wear shoes with thick soles! Also, you must have tetanus toxoid 

protection, or a booster, as needed. 

 

Our water will come from the Camp Debert water supply, but you should have a typhoid inoculation or a 

booster, as needed. 

 

If you have not had Salk or Sabin vaccine, please at least have the first treatment. 

 

We will occupy buildings known as General Purpose huts. Five of them have been prepared for our use 

by the Engineers. In one building there will be a kitchen, a mess hall, and sinks, showers, and toilets for 

men and women. Other buildings have been made ready for use as a laboratory, a building to house three 

married couples, and two buildings divided into space for one married couple with a dormitory in the 

other end. There will be no water or bathroom facilities in any of these buildings, therefore you will have 

to be prepared to go, when you have to, in weather that can be cold and wet, even in August. The dormi-

tories are not subdivided, and there are no closets or dressers. 

 

The weather in Nova Scotia can be very hot, but if the wind comes from the northeast, it can turn cold 

and raw very quickly. As there will be no heat in the buildings you should bring some warm clothing. 

Although we only lost two half-days because of rain in 1963, there is no guarantee that we will not have a 

wet summer this year. Bring some water-proof garment. 



Volume 22, Number 1 Nova Scotia Archaeology Society Newsletter 

Page 6 

Camping equipment will come from Quartermaster stores, and we will use Canadian Army cots, mat-

tresses, down pillows, sheets, pillowcases and blankets. You must bring your own towels. 

 

Bagnell’s Laundry in Truro may be more of a sporting chance than most laundries. We will send bed 

linen to Bagnell’s each week, and can send your blue jeans or chinos, shirts, etc. 

 

Mosquitoes, black flies, midges and other annoyances are plentiful around the site, and it is possible that 

they will be around the camp, also. While we will provide some insect rapellant, you should bring your 

own supply of 6-12 or whatever you prefer. 

 

We will have our own kitchen, and our own meals. We will try to please everyone, but in making up meals 

for 30 people it will be difficult to cater to a particular taste that is out of the ordinary. We will take lunch 

to the site: please bring your own thermos bottle for a hot drink or for milk with your lunch. If you have 

any allergies, we should know. It is important to the commissary that we know of food allergies, not 

dislikes, for such things as eggs, fish, nuts oranges, strawberries, or tomatoes. If you cannot take salt or 

salted foods such as ham, bacon, sausage, and so forth, we should know. 

 

If you must take special medicines you should bring a supply to last the summer, or a prescription that 

will be good in Nova Scotia.  

 

Please complete the attached questionnaire and send it to me as soon as possible. Please get a certificate 

from the Doctor who immunized you, or from one who can certify your immunization against tetanus and 

typhoid fever. 

 

We will operate the camp on a strictly share-the-work program. We will divide the crew into squads that 

will take turns doing KP, policing the laboratory, quarters, etc, and sharing the camp chores. Only 

people with broken legs will be excused. 

 

We have engaged a cook and his wife, but they cannot do all the camp work. We are relying on you to 

help. I’m sure we’ll all make things go easy by pitching in. 

 

If you have any hobbies like horseshoe pitching, bring your own horseshoes; we’ll supply the ground. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you in camp and to receiving your certificates and questionnaires before long. 

 

Sincerely, 

Douglas S. Byers and George F. MacDonald 

 

 

The Debert letter came from the R. S. Peabody Foundation in Andover, Mass. where Doug Byers was the 

director. He and George MacDonald were the co-directors of the Debert excavation. Although both of 

their names are at the bottom of the letter, it was written in Byers‘ ―voice‖ and signed by only him. 

 

The amount of health and safety talk in the letter was unusual for the time. Certainly I was never again 

told to get a typhoid inoculation. Allergies were much less common then so their mention was also sur-

prising. ―Salk or Sabin vaccine‖ is a reference to new oral polio vaccines. The Peabody was of part 

Philips Academy, a respected prep school, so maybe that made Byers aware of a standard of due diligence 
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that I was unaccustomed to in Nova Scotia. 

 

When you see that it took 26 hours on a bus to get from Boston to Truro remember that the highway 

system was much more basic then. Trains every three hours between Halifax and Truro also speaks of 

another time. Trans-Canada Airlines (TCA) was Air Canada‘s English name at the time and it was still a 

crown corporation. 

 

We were paid about $65.00 a week which must have been ―the going scale around Truro.‖ 

 

Byers always dressed in laundered khaki coloured field clothes. So when he says that Bagnell‘s Laundry 

―may be more of a sporting chance than most‖ he would be speaking from his experience the previous 

summer. I believe he had a small running battle with the laundry. His use of the term ―chino‖ was new to 

me and confusing. Was it some form of clothing I should have? 

 

 

Fort Anne Contract 

 

Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development 

National Historic Parks Branch 

OTTAWA 4, April 17, 1968 

 

 

Dear Steve: 

 

I am shipping via railroad express to Fort Anne, to await your arrival, 4 artifact boxes, two of which 

contain the following items of equipment: 

 

1. a number of cloth artifact bags 

2. a number of paper bags 

3. shipping tags (to tie one on outside and one inside each cloth  

bag with provenience and date on each tag 

4. notebook cover and 2 notebook pads 

5.  1 kit bag 

6.  pens and pencils, pencil sharpener 

7. 2 marker pens 

8. 1 triangular scale 

9. 2 line levels 

10. 1 roll masking tape 

11.  grapefruit knives; trowels; whisk brooms, paint brushes;  

12.  protractor and compass 

13  Op., Sub. op & lot cards 

14.  25 Surveyors arrows 

15. 100’cloth tape; 100’ metal tape; two 8’ tape measures; two 6’ folding scales 

16. 2’ photographic scale 

17.  1 plumb bob 

18. 5 hard hats --- See note below * 
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19. 1 Mamiyaflex 2¼ x 2 ¼ camera; 1 Weston light meter; 1 lens shade;  

1 cable release cord; 1 camera tripod; 5 rolls plus X, 120 b/w film;  

1 Weston instruction book; 1 Mamiya instruction book 

20. 1 pad 20 x 20 graph paper (probably should draw on the back of the graph paper) 

21. Mailing labels 

 

*These hard hats to be issued to the labourers and for yourself  

 and to be returned after the job is over. 

 

 

By the late 1960‘s there was a regulation that if a hole needed to be dug in a National Historic Park an 

archaeologist must be present. As a consequence, in April 1968 I was offered a contract for a couple of 

weeks work at Fort Anne in Annapolis to supervise the excavation of a trench for sewer lines to serve 

new temporary toilets. I was paid $100.00 a week plus expenses. I stayed in what has since become a 

luxurious inn. At that time it was an ―old folks home‖ that rented spare rooms to people working at the 

fort. 

 

My instructions for the job arrived in a letter from Jervis Swannack the Acting Senior Archaeologist for 

the National Historic Sites Service. The letter began with a detailed list of the equipment that I was being 

sent from Ottawa. It‘s clear that the list is 40 years old when you read that the boxes were being shipped 

―via railroad express.‖ 

 

And the camera would confound people who grew up in a digital age. Even at the time twin lens 2¼ inch 

cameras, with their paper wrapped film were not popular – though they took great quality pictures. 

 

My impression was that the National Historic Sites Service was run with the kind of precision that was 

appropriate to the military forts that were in their care. It is impressive that a central services unit could 

keep track of the instruction books for the camera and light meter. But then federal Government pencils 

still came imprinted with the phrase ―misuse is abuse.‖ 

 

The rest of the letter described how the crew was to be managed (44 hour work week, no overtime), 

record keeping (a new standardized notebook; my field number was 11), and how to ship the boxes back 

to Ottawa. 

 

When I arrived at Annapolis everything matched the list. 
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Mi’kmawey Debert Cultural Centre — 

Cultural Memory Timeline Embedded in 

the Mi’kmaq Legends of Kluskap 
Gerald Gloade

1
 

Summary 

Numerous sites located throughout Nova Scotia are 

mentioned in the Legends of Kluskap, many of 

which being found on the Kluskap Trail. These sa-

cred sites were the homes of the characters spoken 

of in these Legends. The sites also often have 

unique geological features that can be directly cor-

related with the Legends. For example, Partridge 

Island, is the Home of Kluskap‘s Grandmother - the 

grandmother symbol is yet another Sacred symbol. 

Partridge Island is also referred to as Kluskap‘s 

Grandmother‘s cooking pot, and one can still watch 

the cooking pot boil today: the air trapped in holes 

of the amygdaloidal basalts gets pushed out twice a 

day when the tide raises, making the water appear 

to boil. Many Legends of Kluskap refer to rocks, 

and similarly the region has unique geological and 

rock formations. The numerous ancient lithic tools 

found in the area also provide concrete connections 

to the Legends. The toponomy can also provide im-

portant links: embedded in the Legends of Kluskap, 

are a list of places that our ancestors collected knap-

pable stones. Mi‘kmawey Debert is a multi-faceted 

project led by a Mi‘kmaq Elders Advisory Council 

that currently is active with various programs, in-

cluding in education, outreach and research. The 

project includes the construction of a Cultural Cen-

tre, to open in 2012; its planning process is well un-

derway. As a focal point on Mi‘kmaq history, cul-

ture and education, and as a place to bring together 

the expertise from Mi‘kmaq communities to tell our 

own stories, the Mi'kmawey Debert Cultural Centre 

will also welcome tourists to explore the fascinating 

story of what life was like for the First People in 

Nova Scotia over 11,000 years ago. 

Introduction: the Mi’kmawey Debert 

Mi‘kmawey Debert, located in the north-west part 

of Nova Scotia, has the distinctive honour of being 

called the oldest archaeological site in Canada. Ar-

tefacts from Mi‘kmawey Debert are recognized as 

being from one of the best dated sites in North 

America because there are over 13 fire hearths in 

the area. Carbon dating has determined a site date 

to be 11.1 thousand Radio-carbon years . The actual 

calendar years extend to 13,000 years. The Clovis 

point shown in Figure 1 is one of the over 4600 

artefacts that we have in the Mi‘kmawey Debert 

collection. This particular Clovis point is commonly 

referred to by the Nova Scotia Department of Edu-

cation as an arrowhead. I would like to clarify that 

at 13,000 years old, this artefact predates the tech-

nology of the bow and arrow. Depending on the 

sources consulted on this matter, some argued the 

technology had been around for 3,000 years while 

others suggested up to 8,000 years. Either way, at 

Figure 1. Clovis point. Image courtesy of 
The Confederacy of Mainland Mi’kmaq. 
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13,000 years old, it definitely predates the technol-

ogy. It is actually a projectile from an atlatl.  

Coming through the education system in which I 

was taught, we learned that King Tut was ancient 

history. Unlike King Tut at 3,300 years old, Mi‘k-

mawey Debert at 13,000 years old makes King Tut 

seem like a baby. This definitely puts the dates of 

our artefacts into perspective. 

The reason there has been 13,000 years of occupa-

tion in Nova Scotia, is because Nova Scotia was the 

first place in Canada to thaw out. During the Wis-

consin Glaciation, North America was half covered 

by ice. As the ice receded, our ancestors travelled 

north. Dr. Steven Loring, Smithsonian Institute, 

Washington, DC, recently published a paper on a 

14,000 year old site in Vermont. Though I hesitate 

to draw conclusions, this is possibly the natural 

path from where our people originated. Modern 

man is 250,000 years old, we have been here for 

13,000 years, we must have come from somewhere 

else! 

The Mi‘kmaq of Nova Scotia look at themselves as 

the descendents of the people who came before 

them. That is who we are. There was a continuous 

flow of generations from the most remote past to 

the present. When we deal with the government and 

government policy, our ancestors are often referred 

to as paleo-indians, not Mi‘kmaq. We try to tell the 

government that paleo-indian refers to the time pe-

riod the people came from, and not the type of peo-

ple they were. Thus, we are in the process of edu-

cating them about appropriate terminology. 

Legends of the Kluskap  

My first job at Mi‘kmawey Debert was to take a 

look at the legends of Kluskap and make a map of 

the locations mentioned in the stories. It went be-

yond just the location of the stories and looked at 

the connection between the stones described in the 

stories, the materials gathered in these places, and 

the stone tools found at Mi‘kmawey Debert and 

other sites found in Nova Scotia.  

Jipijka’m 

One particular teacher found in our stories goes by 

the name of Jipijka‘m and was a great horned ser-

pent who lived under the ground. When he moved, 

the ground shook. The zig-zag tracks in the ground 

were his tracks. He had two horns, a red and a yel-

low one, and when he spoke, he hissed. As the story 

goes, if you were unfortunate enough to come 

across him and hear his hissing, he would take your 

breath away. He would take away your ability to 

speak and eventually you would die. There are 

places in Nova Scotia that refer strongly to Jipi-

jka‘m. The story of Jipijka‘m was an adult‘s way of 

teaching children about the chain of events that oc-

curs during movement of the ground plates along 

the fault lines in Nova Scotia. The rumblings of the 

earth were the first steps and one must react imme-

diately, for if not, the events to follow, which in-

cluded the release of toxic gases from the veins of 

coal or sulphur, would result in the person‘s death. 

Jipijka‘m is depicted in a petroglyph from Kejim-

kujik National Park, (Figure 2), which I‘m proud to 

say is my family‘s ancestral home. 

Kluskap 

Kluskap, the first human, was created from 3 bolts 

of lightning in the sand, is a central figure in many 

Mi‘kmaw legends (Figure 3). The map which I cre-

ated of the Legends of Kluskap (Figure 4) was de-

Figure 2. Petroglyph depicting Jipijka’m 
(Great Horned Serpent), Kejimkujik National Park, Nova 
Scotia. Photo courtesy of Kyle Edward James Gloade. 
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veloped from the work of Silas T. Rand. Silas Rand 

collected legends from the Mi‘kmaq people. He re-

corded them in the original Mi‘kmaq language on 

these little wax cylinders that predate the vinyl re-

cording technology. He actually lived and worked 

with the Mi‘kmaq for 40 years. He learned the lan-

guage and he originally translated the legends into 

French. Now the stories have been translated a sec-

ond time from French to English. There have been 

many things that have been lost in the original 

translation. Even with regard to his chronology, it is 

evident that he was in a process of learning as he 

collected the stories For example, one of the first 

stories collected by Silas Rand 

was of a Mi‘kmaq boy who was 

raised by a family of bears. Rand 

literally thought that the boy was 

raised in the woods by wild 

bears; but then he found out that 

it was the grandmother clan sys-

tem that the legend spoke of, and 

the boy was actually raised by 

either the Sylliboy (Moon) or the 

Knockwood (Spear) Clan, as 

both are considered the Muin 

clan or the Bear clan, (Muin is 

Mi’kmaq for Bear ). Thus, there 

is still research to be done in 

properly translating and inter-

preting these stories from their 

original Mi‘kmaq recordings by 

Mi‘kmaq language speakers.  

Kluskap and the Five Islands 

One of the most famous legends in Nova Scotia is 

the story of the Five Islands where Kluskap had the 

legendary fight with the giant beaver. Kluskap 

threw five sods of mud at the giant beaver, and that 

is what created those five islands.  

This story originated in Cape Breton with a battle 

Kluskap had with another wizard who was mocking 

the powers of Kluskap. The wizard turns into a gi-

ant beaver. The fight continues down to Canso (see 

map in Figure 4) where the first stone was thrown 

that broke Cape Breton Island off of the mainland. 

Then the fight moved to Truro, into the Salmon 

River and the wizard-beaver was chased up to Five 

Islands. Five Islands was where the legendary five 

stones were thrown. The giant beaver then moved 

up to Partridge Island, which is actually the site of 

Kluskap‘s grandmother‘s campsite. The giant bea-

ver was definitely mocking Kluskap by going to his 

grandmother‘s territory. When the battle continued, 

the giant beaver crossed the bay over to Blomidon, 

Kluskap‘s camp, again mocking his power. It was 

at Blomidon, that Kluskap finally drove the giant 

beaver off into the Bay of Fundy. This is one ver-

sion of this story. Another version of the story, by 

Benjamin Sylliboy (who was Grand Chief of the 

Figure 3. Artist’s interpretation of Kluscap and the 
Sacred Circle; by Gerald Gloade. Image courtesy of 

The Confederacy of Mainland Mi’kmaq. 

Figure 4. Map showing place names associated with the Kluscap legends. 
Image courtesy of The Confederacy of Mainland Mi’kmaq. 
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Mi‘kmaq Nation more than a century ago) states 

that Kluskap and the giant beaver actually went far-

ther, down to Brier Island (at the north-western tip 

of Nova Scotia) where another stone cut out Digby 

neck. 

The giant beaver that is talked about in these leg-

ends is not a myth—there were actually giant bea-

vers in Nova Scotia and it is said that the last ones 

probably existed 8,000 years ago. (Figure 5) The 

giant beaver was thought to have been about the 

size of the average black bear, probably 2 m (7 ft.) 

tall and about 450 kg (1000 lbs.) So, if our ances-

tors have been in Nova Scotia for 13,000 years, 

they must have co-habited with giant beavers for 

thousands of years. So, we wonder, is this what our 

cultural memory timeline is telling us—that this 

creature, which hasn‘t been around for thousands of 

years, is still part of our oral history? Again, the 

fact that they did exist and that their remains have 

been found in the Atlantic Provinces, confirms this. 

Consider also that at one time Minas Basin didn‘t 

exist. The area was a landmass that you could walk 

across. The Minas Basin opened up 6,000 years 

ago, and the Five Islands are located within the Mi-

nas Basin. With the Mi‘kmaq being in the area for 

13,000 years, and the creation of the Minas Basin 

6,000 years ago, it is definitely something that 

would have gone down in legends. 

Battle with the God of Winter 

Another legend describes that Kluskap was in a bat-

tle with the God of Winter. Kluskap lost and it was 

winter in Nova Scotia year round. In fact, the last 

Ice Age passed through Nova Scotia 10,000 years 

ago and has had periodic relapses in the form of 

mini-ice ages since then. So there have been several 

times when climate change took place and it was 

actually winter in Nova Scotia year-round.  

Kluskap and the Goddess of Summer  

There is another story in which Kluskap had to take 

his people to the south and recruit the Goddess of 

Summer to come back to Nova Scotia to give us our 

four seasons. Even after we had our four seasons, it 

is said that there was still one giant chunk of ice 

left. On a current map of Nova Scotia, one can see 

that the Cobequid Mountains have been eroded to 

the north side and eroded to the south side but there 

is no water source on the top of that mountain. The 

geologists from the provincial Department of Natu-

ral Resources explain that this is due to the fact 

that, 10,000 years ago, there was a giant 2-

kilometre-thick chunk of ice on the top of the 

mountain (Figure 6). It was the melting of this ice 

over 1500 years that eroded the mountain and 

carved the waterways on the mountain that are still 

visible today. Thus, today‘s scientists are giving us 

another confirmation of our cultural memory time-

line and the stories in our legends. 

Partridge Island  

Partridge Island (Figure 7) has about six different 

legends associated with it, yet if you go there, there 

is only a Department of Tourism sign that says 

―Ottawa House‖ (which was the home of a promi-

nent ship builder who lived in the area in the 

1700‘s, and later the summer residence of Sir 

Charles Tupper). There is no reference to the stories 

of cultural significance, to the Mi‘kmaq, nor to their 

beliefs about the island. 

Figure 5. Giant beaver, Castoroides ohioensis, drawing by 
C. Douglas, Natural History Notebooks, reproduced cour-
tesy of the Canadian Museum of Nature, Ottawa, Canada. 

http://nature.ca/notebooks/english/giantbev.htm 
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Partridge Island was Kluskap‘s grandmother‘s is-

land. Across the bay is Cape Blomidin (Kluskap‘s 

campsite) and nearby you can see Kluskap‘s watch-

dogs over at Cape Split. Figure 8 shows my artistic 

interpretation of Blomidin, There are, to the right of 

the island at a far distance, two howling dogs that 

watch over the bay and over Kluskap‘s grand-

mother; one also see‘s Kluskap‘s grandmother‘s 

island and the little spit of land that connects the 

island to the mainland. The Mi‘kmaq name of the 

little piece of land was formerly Wa‘so‘q (which 

means ―Heaven‖ in the Mi‘kmaq language). Why 

would such a place be given such a prominent 

name? Well, there is Kluskap, a sacred symbol; 

Grandmother, another sacred symbol; there is also a 

story of Kluskap making an amethyst necklace for 

his grandmother at that island, which refers to the 

special stones in the area; and the name Wa‘so‘q or 

―heaven.‖  

One of stories about Partridge Island refers to 

Kluskap‘s grandmother‘s cooking pot. The area 

around Partridge Island used to be marshland. 

Much of the marshland is covered with amygda-

loidal basalts. Amygdaloidal basalts are volcanic 

material that is full of air holes. The air holes were 

trapped in the stone while it was hardening. In the 

Bay of Fundy, the location of the world‘s highest 

tides, the tide goes out twice a day, exposing the 

basalts. Twice a day, the tide comes in and the wa-

ter appears to boil around the island—as from a 

cooking pot—as the tide pushes the air from these 

rocks (just as it did 6,000 years 

ago). Someone in the tourist indus-

try should tap into this. Money is 

being made out of cultural tourism 

in other places, but in Nova Scotia 

there is not yet the marketable 

package through which we can tell 

our stories and point to the land-

scapes. 

Another interesting thing about Par-

tridge Island and Kluskap‘s grand-

mother‘s cooking pot refers to the 

practice that whenever anybody 

leaves a campsite, the first thing 

that is done, is to turn over the 

cooking pot. One doesn‘t want leaves, debris or wa-

ter to collect and rot out the pot. Geologically, Par-

tridge Island, has literally been flipped. The island 

is 175 million years old on one side of the island 

and 300 million years old on the other side. Again, 

we have the connection between time, place and 

stories.  

Partridge Island is a short distance from Parrsboro, 

Nova Scotia. Everything in Parrsboro is about the 

geology; it is a Mecca for stone collectors. The 

gems found in the area are very beautiful, very col-

lectible and very valuable. A sign describing the 

geology of the area says: ―On this shoreline can be 

found rock and sediments ranging in origin from 

300 to 175 million years ago. Among these materi-

als can be found samples of nearly every mineral in 

the world.‖ For the Mi‘kmaq and our ancestors who 

Figure 6. (b) 10,000 years ago there was a giant chunk of ice, 2 kilome-
ters thick, that was left in one area of Nova Scotia. (a) A current map of 
Nova Scotia showing the erosion of the Cobequid Mountains caused by 

the melting of the giant chunk of ice over 1,500 years.  
Images courtesy of The Confederacy of Mainland Mi’kmaq. 

Figure 7. Partridge Island, Kluskap’s grandmother’s 
island. Photo courtesy of Kyle Edward James Gloade. 
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used rocks as a form of survival in the form of 

tools, weapons, anything that we needed in our 

daily life, it literally would have been heaven on 

earth for collecting and tool making. The tools that 

are being dug up out of the ground in Mi‘kmawey 

Debert, are the most beautiful things that you‘ll 

ever want to find. They are not just rocks. They are 

made out of semi-precious stones and they have a 

hardness on the Mohs scale of about 8 to 8 ½ When 

you consider that the diamond is the hardest stone 

known to man at about 10 on the Mohs scale, 

stones of 8 – 8 ½ are quite hard. The tools 

found at Mi‘kmawey Debert are made of 

stones such as agates, amethyst, jaspers. All of 

these materials knap beautifully. Nova Scotia 

is full of the knappable material the Mi‘kmaq 

used to make tools. We have tools such as 

wedges, projectiles, knife blades, scrapers, 

drills, tools for working wood, leather and 

bone. It‘s a beautiful collection. My son, Kyle 

Edward James, travelled the province with me 

last year covering 3,000 kilometres and col-

lecting stones and other culturally significant 

raw material from those sites we have listed in 

the stories. The Mi‘kmaq who travelled by 

water around Nova Scotia, came to identify 

basalts with knappable material. 

The geological map of the province of Nova Scotia 

can be seen as a puzzle with three distinct pieces 

(Figure 9). One little part up in Cumberland is the 

only place that originated in North America. We 

have a big part of Cape Breton Island and Anti-

gonish County that originated in the continent of 

Europe. Our southern part came from the continent 

of Africa. It‘s the unique blend that fused our prov-

ince together that makes it a place for lapidarians to 

come and collect. Literally, you can find materials 

from all over the world in this one place. The ba-

salts are found in areas of volcanic fusion and the 

fault lines are the sites of our stone collecting. We 

have found knappable stones in 11 of 11 story sites. 

We talk about Arasaig, pillow basalts at Scott‘s 

Bay, and the Columnar basalts at Cape Split that are 

still part of the island. At Cape Chignecto, the black 

bars of basalt are all that is left there; the softer ma-

terial has been eroded away. There are columnar 

basalts at Brier Island and also at Cape D‘Or.  

The area of Cumberland and Colchester County 

around the Bay of Fundy is known to tourism as the 

Kluskap Trail. These are the areas of lithic fusion 

and areas in which the knappable material, impor-

tant to the Mi‘kmaq, can be found. We at the Mi‘k-

mawey Debert Cultural Centre are telling our peo-

ple that these are the sites that have to be revisited. 

Somehow, we have lost that connection between 

the stories and the reasons to visit these places.  

Figure 8. Artist’s rendition of Blomidin; two dogs howling 
and watching over the bay and Kluskap’s grandmother; 

Kluskap’s grandmother’s island; the spit of land that 
connects the island to mainland; and Kluskap giving his 
mother the amethyst necklace. Image courtesy of The 

Confederacy of Mainland Mi’kmaq. 

Figure 9. The geological map of the province of Nova Scotia 
can be seen as a puzzle with pieces originating from three 

different continents.  
Image courtesy of The Confederacy of Mainland Mi’kmaq. 
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The Mi’kmawey Debert Cultural Centre  

Current Research Projects  

The materials found in the artefacts in the Mi‘k-

mawey Debert collection don‘t come from Debert. 

We have taken the artefacts, such as rocks and 

stone tools, from Mi‘kmawey Debert to Eldon 

George, an ex-employee of the province of Nova 

Scotia, who has mapped the geology of the prov-

ince. Eldon George is now 79 years old and he‘s 

working with us on a project called the Eldon 

George Project. Roger Lewis, (Mi‘kmaq Archeo-

logical Researcher, Kwilmu‘kw Maw-klusuaqn 

Mi‘kmaq Rights Initiative), Natalie Gloade, (my 

wife, and Heritage Interpreter, Glooscap Heritage 

Centre) are also working with us. We are taking the 

artefacts found at Mi‘kmawey Debert and are look-

ing at the original sources of the materials. Using 

this information, we are putting together a map of 

where these tools have ended up and where the ma-

terial originated, so trade routes and travel ways 

become apparent. 

In a little stream bed in Bass River, just a few kilo-

metres as the crow flies from Debert, Natalie found 

a piece of agate. Eldon George recalled that as a 

young fellow, he found 180 arrowheads at Cape 

D‘Or. We travelled to Cape D‘Or and found the 

shattered remains of somebody‘s tools. Cape D‘Or 

is a popular tourist site and it was on a commonly 

used path—the path between the lighthouse and the 

beach—that many artefacts were exposed!  

In Mi‘kmawey Debert we found over 25,000 pieces 

of tools. At one site I found a projectile. One arte-

fact was found under only 20 cm (8 in.) of soil. We 

found a fire hearth where basically, someone sat by 

the fire and fashioned tools out of the materials he 

gathered there. One day, after two days of heavy 

rain, so much material was exposed that I could 

have filled a recycle bin. However, all we took was 

four samples of each of the different materials that 

we found there. There were 13 different materials, 

all culturally significant and all represented in our 

Mi‘kmawey Debert collection. So, there is still 

work being done. 

Core Sites, Project Governance and the Building of 

the Centre 

Mi‘kmawey Debert started with a find in 1948 in a 

blueberry field, when the military base was being 

constructed. It was the construction excavations 

they were doing at that time that disturbed the soil 

and exposed the material.  

We have a 4.4 kilometre walking trail in Debert and 

Flash Julien, who is one of our Elders from 

Shubenacadie, works on the trail maintenance. Our 

son, Gerald Donavon, has been working on the site 

delineation project this year. Originally, we had 

three sites of cultural significance that date back to 

more than 11,000 years. This summer they found 

two more. Essentially, the government had thrown 

a box around the site and said, ‗this is your special 

area‘. This summer, the team went around the exist-

ing known sites to find where the boundaries really 

were. In the process, they found two more sites. So, 

Gerald Donavon has a few finds under his belt and 

he‘s pretty proud of that. 

During the 1970s, the Government of Canada and 

the Province of Nova Scotia designated the sites as 

a National Historic Site and as a Nova Scotia Pro-

tected Place. Since the late 1990's, the Mi'kmaq 

have been working with the Province of Nova Sco-

tia as well as the RCMP on cleaning, monitoring 

and protecting the area. The Mi'kmawey Debert 

Cultural Centre, a charitable, not-for-profit organi-

zation, is an outgrowth of these efforts. Unlike 

some programs at The Confederacy of Mainland 

Mi‘kmaq (CMM) that service primarily its six 

member Mi'kmaw communities, the Mi'kmawey 

Debert is being developed on behalf all Mi'kmaw 

First Nation communities in Nova Scotia (see the 

website: http://www.cmmns.com/Debert.php). 

Mi‘kmawey Debert is being led by the Mi‘kmaq 

Elders Advisory Committee. There are 11 Elders 

from the 13 different Mi‘kmaq communities in 

Nova Scotia working with Executive Director Don 

Julien, His vision of the cultural centre has been ―I 

don‘t want to build a box and put stuff in it. I want 

the programs and interpretations first.‖ So, although 

the launch of the Mi‘kmawey Debert Cultural Cen-
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tre‘s actual physical building may not be until 2012, 

all the program development will be done first. That 

is the interesting part about my job. When people 

ask ―Gerald, what is your position and what do you 

do?‖ I respond, ―I‘m a program development offi-

cer for a facility that doesn‘t exist.‖ Under the di-

rection of Don Julien and the Elders Advisory 

Committee, this will be created on behalf of all the 

13 First Nations in Nova Scotia. 

With Elders from across Nova Scotia, the Mi'k-

mawey Debert Elders' Advisory Council has guided 

the development and implementation of Mi'kmawey 

Debert since 2002. The creation of a beautiful 4.4-

kilometer interpretive trail was a first step for the 

Cultural center in 2003. Interpretive signs along the 

trail tell history of the sites and of the Mi'kmaq peo-

ple. In 2003, The CMM initiated a comprehensive 

study to investigate potential for a cultural center at 

Debert. This was followed by a study to define the 

Plan for Visitor Experiences at the Centre in 2005.  

The planning process at the Mi‘kmawey Debert 

Cultural Centre has included a Comprehensive Fea-

sibility Study and Master Interpretive Plan. CCI 

played a vital role in this planning, part of the over-

all development of the Mi‘kmaq Cultural and Heri-

tage sector within the province of Nova Scotia. The 

concept of developing a Cultural Centre near De-

bert began in fact in 1991. Once financial support 

for the Centre has been solidified, construction will 

begin on a main facility to accompany the existing 

trail and other outdoor learning experiences. Hands 

on learning are at the heart of visitor experiences 

planned for the Centre. The Centre will be an im-

portant gathering place for healing and other cul-

tural activities. To support these aims, a robust out-

reach program with special spaces for teaching and 

learning workshops along with smaller gathering 

spaces is integral to the Centre's plan. A large gath-

ering space will accommodate meetings of Chiefs 

and Councils as well as other organizations and 

groups. A community gallery will allow for all 

Mi'kmaw communities to share their own stories 

directly with visitors. The Mi'kmawey Debert Cul-

tural Centre will be open to the public year-round. 

Conclusion 

The Legends of the Kluskap, the region‘s geology 

and rock formations, the place names and topo-

nomy and the rich archaeological and paleontologi-

cal finds of the Province, provide a fascinating in-

terlocking wealth of information on Mi‘kmaq his-

tory and culture. The Mi'kmawey Debert Cultural 

Centre, which is currently in its final planning 

phases, will be a facility that will share Mi'kmaq 

history and culture with people of all backgrounds. 

The Cultural Centre will welcome tourists to ex-

plore the fascinating story of what life was like for 

the First People in Nova Scotia over 11,000 years 

ago. It will be a gathering place for the Mi'kmaq 

and an educational venue to continue research into 

the archaeology, geology and palaeontology of the 

site. The Centre will also provide a fascinating edu-

cational experience for students of all ages. 

Endnote 

1. This article is written from the point of view of 

Gerald Gloade, who is Program Development Offi-

cer at The Confederacy of Mainland Mi‘kmaq 
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Biography 

Gerald Gloade is an artist, carver and educator from 

the Mi‘kmaq First Nation, Millbrook, Truro, Nova 

Scotia. Gerald started his career working as a 

Graphic Designer for the Nova Scotia Department. 

of Natural Resources‘ Communications and Educa-

tion Branch. The focus of his work with the Prov-

ince moved from Forestry Education to Wildlife, 

Wildlife to Nature and then from Nature to Native. 

After 25 years with the Department of Natural 

Resources, Gerald is currently assigned to the 

Confederacy of Mainland Mi‘kmaq to work on the 

Mi'kmawey Debert Project through the Office of 

Aboriginal Affairs. 

Located near a 13,000 year old Paleo Indian site, 

the Mi'kmawey Debert Project's primary goal is to 

build a Mi'kmaw Cultural Centre to protect the sites 

and share their stories. As an artist, educator and 

Mi'kmaw storyteller, Gerald has become both an 

advocate and spokesperson for the project. In his 

capacity as the Program Development Officer for 

Mi'kmawey Debert he guides the development of 

visitor and educational programs for the future 

cultural centre. His stories and interpretations of the 

Kluskap legends have captured many audiences. 

This new position has taken Gerald and his wife 

Natalie, and their 2 sons, Gerald Donovan and 

Kyle, on the road throughout Mi'kma'ki, revisiting 

the ―Sacred Places‖ found in the Kluskap legends. 

Contact Information 
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Program Development Officer 

The Confederacy of Mainland Mi‘kmaq 

PO Box 1590 

Millbrook First Nation, Truro, Nova Scotia  

B2N 5E3 

Tel.:  (902) 895-6385 

E-mail:  gerald@cmmns.com 
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Announcements 
Friend of Archaeology Award: 
Each year, the NSAS recog-
nizes an individual, group or 
organization, who have made a 
significant contribution to 
archaeology in Nova Scotia by 
naming a recipient of the Friend 
of Archaeology Award. The 
Friend of Archaeology Award is 
awarded to any non-
professional (being defined as 
one who does not earn a living 
as an archaeologist) and ac-
knowledges those who encour-
age the preservation of ar-
chaeological sites and the 
promotion of public awareness 
of archaeology in the province 
of Nova Scotia. 

2009's recipients were Joanne and David Shaw, of Poplar Grove, Nova Scotia. Joanne and 
David have given members of the archaeological community free access to their lands on 
the St. Croix River for the purpose of archaeological research. In the past few years, this 
access has allowed for the preliminary identification of at least two significant archaeological 
sites relating to the pre-1755 Acadians: Village Thibodeau and Village LeBlanc. This re-
search is ongoing. 

Also, Joanne and David have signed an agreement with the Archaeological Land Trust of 
Nova Scotia that offers additional protection to archaeological resources associated with the 
Thibodeau Village, while at the same time allowing for traditional agricultural activities to 
continue on the site.  

The Shaws were the first in the province to enter into an agreement with the Archaeological 
Land Trust. 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, the Joanne and David have opened their doors to 
hundreds of visitors from the Acadian and Cajun community who continue to come to Nova 
Scotia in search of their family roots. These routine acts of good will are no doubt of great 
personal meaning to the families involved, but they also sum to a gesture of considerable 
humanity, particularly when viewed against the backdrop of ethnic conflict that has charac-
terized so much of our colonial past. In such gestures, we see an opportunity for archae-
ology to make a positive contribution well beyond the domain of academic inquiry.  

Photo credit: Christy Marsters of the Hants Journal 
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The presentation of the award took place on August 18, 2009. The presentation coincided 
with yet another visit by a large group of Thibodeau descendants, who were thrilled to see 
the Shaw's recognized for their efforts. 

The Board of the Nova Scotia Archaeology Society seeks nominations for the 2010 Friend of 
Archaeology Award. If you know someone you feel is deserving of this honour, please 
forward your nomination. More information about the FOA can be found at:  
http://www.novascotiaarchaeologysociety.com/Awards.html 

NSAS Board Elections: Elections for the NSAS Board will take place during the May 26 
lecture and Annual General Meeting. If you have an interest in contributing to the future of 
the Society as a member of the Board please contact the NSAS President via the contact 
coordinates below or by contacting any current Board member. 

The John Harvey Award: The Nova Scotia Archaeology Society offers an annual under-
graduate student award of recognition: The John Harvey Award. This award is named in 
memory of friend and colleague, John Andrew Harvey, who passed away in February 2005. 
A candidate may be an undergraduate student studying archaeology in Nova Scotia, or a 
Nova Scotian student studying abroad. Nominees for the award will submit a paper based on 
their research that will appear in the society newsletter. 

 
 

Check out the NSAS website at: 

www.novascotiaarchaeologysociety.com 
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Nova Scotia Archaeology Society 

Friend of Archaeology Award 

The Nova Scotia Archaeology Society (NSAS) was formed in 1987. It is our mandate to bring together 

individuals interested in the study and promotion of archaeology, particularly as it relates to all cultures 

of Nova Scotia; to disseminate knowledge and encourage the exchange of information among profession-

als and amateurs alike; and to promote the preservation and protection of archaeological sites and re-

sources throughout the Province. Each year, the NSAS recognizes an individual who has made a signifi-

cant contribution to archaeology in Nova Scotia by naming a recipient of the Friend of Archaeology 

Award. The Friend of Archaeology Award acknowledges individuals who encourage the preservation of 

archaeological sites and the promotion of public awareness of archaeology in the province of Nova Sco-

tia. 

The award is to be presented at the NSAS Annual General Meeting held on the fourth Tuesday of May. 

The award is open to any non-professional archaeologist - non-professional being defined as an individ-

ual who does not earn a living as an archaeologist. 

The award shall consist of a plaque and be accompanied by a press release. 

Nominations for the award are to be submitted in writing to the Board of Directors. 

Nominations may be made by any NSAS member in good standing. This includes any member of the 

NSAS Board of Directors. If a board member nominates an individual they must remove themselves from 

the selection process. 

Nominations must be signed and include the following information: why the person is deserving of this 

award, what contribution they have made to archaeology in Nova Scotia, when this contribution was 

made, and the names of contact people to verify this information. 

The Board of Directors will appoint a sub-committee, consisting of one member of the Executive and two 

Members at Large, to study the nominations and select two nominees. 

The winner will be decided by a vote of the Board of Directors with the President only voting in the case 

of a tie. 

Nominations can be made by emailing a board member or by mailing the society. 
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News from the 

Nova Scotia Archaeology Society 

ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS 

We‘re looking for submissions for our next newsletter, and would appreciate articles or briefs written by 

professionals, amateurs, high school students, university students, or anyone else with an interest in the 

field of archaeology. 

If possible, please send your article in an electronic format (a computer file) with as little formatting (i.e., 

bold text, headers, page numbers) as possible. 

Remember to attach your name and phone number or e-mail address to your document, and please date it 

as well. If there are graphics accompanying the article, include the images as separate graphics files 

(BMP, PCX, GIF, JPG, PNG, etc.) or make sure to send a good, clear originals. If the graphics require 

specific description, please provide that as well. 

Depending on content, advertisements or ‗Classifieds‘ are welcome, but will be subjected to the editor‘s 

requirements for the current publication at that time. 

Thanks! 

The Editor 

Terry J. Deveau 

deveau@chebucto.ns.ca 


